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SPY ADVENTURE IN AUSTIN 


An Intruder in Cell 772 


AUSTIN 
Strange things have hap- 
pened to me this week, right 
here in Austin. These are the 
travails of a working journal- 
ist in the Age of John Birch. 
The story I am about to tell 
is altogether true. Only the 
names have been omitted to 
protect Young Mr. X of Cell 
772. It is a story of a cloak- 
and-dagger romp conducted in 
strictest. secrecy. Only a small 
handful of living persons know 
the details. 





lists of supposed communists and 
communist dupes in all colleges 
and universities in Texas were 
kept up to date. 

Young Mr. X said the Big Man 
had told Cell 772 that cell mem- 
bers would use pocket-sized tape 
recorders in University lectures. 
The president of Cell 772, D .... 
M.....++-, had told them they 
would be aided in their investi- 
gations by two members of the 
Department of Public Safety. A 
certain state representative, who 
the president several times said 





A True Story Without Names 
by Willie Morris 





Not too long ago the John 
Birch Society charged one of its 
most trusted co-ordinators, whom 
we shall call the Big Man, with 
the task of organizing a select 
group of University of Texas stu- 
dents to spy on their professors. 
The purpose of the project is to 
bring about a full-scale investiga- 
tion of the University. The mem- 
bers, young patriots of resource- 
fulness and determination, had 
been working, quietly and effi- 
ciently, toward that goal. They 
were, one might say, an American 
college version of a small Balkan 
spy ring late in the last century. 

One day last week, just before 
dinner, I was relaxing at home 
with my handy guide to world 
intelligence, the Austin States- 
man. The phone rang. Little did 
I know that Young Mr. X of Cell 
772 was, at that very moment, 
stepping out of the shadows. 


My caller briefly identified 
himself and his mission. He said 
he wanted to see me. We arranged 
a rendezvous in an out-of-way res- 
taurant. 

Young Mr. X was there on time. 
He showed me his membership 
card in the John Birch Society. He 
had brought a sheaf of notes with 
him and, in quiet earnestness, he 
unraveled his tale. Occasionally 
he glanced over his shoulder. He 
spoke in a low voice. 

Initially I was suspicious of 
Young Mr. X. I did not wish to 
be taken in. 

Young Mr. X told me he had 
joined the Birch Society out of 
curiosity. His past was clean 
enough, and in due time he be- 
came a member of that select and 
dedicated cell, No. 772, which had 
been organized for the sole pur- 
pose of ferreting out subversion 
at the University. 

Young Mr. X gave me a list of 
the other eight members of Cell 
772, He told me about the Big 
Man. He described Miss ......, 
a music teacher who provided the 
regular meeting place. Cell 772, he 
stressed, Was not merely secret. 
It was super-secret. 

Young Mr. X said Cell 772 
worked in close co-operation with 
a certain business enterprise in 
downtown Austin, called ........ 
eeeesees, (which we shall refer to 
as the Enterprisers), a front for 
the Birch Society. Here a corps 
of workers had been amassing in- 
formation on supposed subvers- 
ives and subversive activities at 
the University. Here files were 
kept on private citizens. Here 


was a John Bircher, would, in the 
meantime, push for an investiga- 
tion of the University by a legis- 
lative committee. Textbooks used 
at the University were being 
checked against a master list, sup- 
plied by the Enterprisers, of al- 
leged subversive books. Another 
front-group, the Group for Book 
Review, was formed within Cell 
772. 

Young Mr. X said the Big Man 
had suggested that cell (or,-as 
they prefer, “chapter”) members 
write anonymous letters to par- 
ents of fellow students who have 
been involved in “liberal activi- 
ties.” 

Young Mr. X had more to say 
about the Big Man. He said the 
Big Man is a judo expert and had 
lectured at length at one of the 
cell meetings about judo. The Big 
Man said he would like to use 
his judo on some of the stand-in 
demonstrators at the Drag movie 
theaters. Young Mr. X said one 
of the cell members had com- 
plained one night, in exaspera- 
tion, that perhaps the best way 
to treat the enemies of the John 
Birch Society would be to kill 
them off. The Big Man said that 
might not be a bad idea, but there 
were too many. He lectured on 
judo instead. 


Young Mr. X said the Big Man 
worked full-time as a Birch or- 
ganizer. He said the Big Man had 
an unlisted phone @umber, which 
he promptly gave me. 





Cell 772 was addressed one eve- 
ning by Dr. .......-, a prominent 
Austin Bircher. The doctor was 
brought up to date on the activi- 
ties of the cell and agreed with 
the tactics. The doctor, Young 
Mr. X said, had just been to 
Southwestern Teachers College at 
San Marcos to get a cell going. 
There was a little difficulty. One 
young man who had already taken 
out membership was an atheist. 
This presented a problem, but 
the doctor fimally decided a young 
man could still be an atheist and 
a good Bircher. 

Young Mr. X said he later met 
with a woman, whom we shall 
call Mrs. Hoover, at the down- 
town business. She showed him a 
copy of Sex and Love in the Bi- 
ble, which she said was being 
pushed by “communist - front 
groups” at UT and related organ- 
izations, such as the YMCA and 
the Wesley Foundation. Young 
Mr. X was also shown the list of 
“subversive” educators. 

Young Mr. X said he and two 
other members of Cell 772 went 
to the Dept. of Public Safety to 
talk with Mr. Clark and Mr. Wil- 
son. The meeting, Young Mr. X 
said, had been arranged by the 
state representative. The cell 
members, Young Mr. X said, iden- 
tified themselves before Clark 
and Wilson as members of the 
Birch Society. 

They presented certain evidence 
of “subversion” at the University. 
Young Mr. X said Clark and Wil- 
son warned they should not be 
implicated in any way, because 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Tax OK for Raise 


AUSTIN 

Witnesses who turned out for 
the teachers’ pay raise hearing 
before the House appropriations 
committee this week made one 
point clear enough: they don 
care where the money comes 
from, just so they get it. 


Time and again members of t 
committee asked pro-raise wit 
nesses if they approved the sale 
tax and, if not, what 
would approve, but the quest 
wes dodged every time. 


tax the 


Testimony also made clear tha 
the professional educators 
not willing to alter one feature 
of the present educational 
gram in the state in 
for better pay. 


exchang 


The committee heard testimony 
opposing the merit pay 
opposing the 11-month 
year proposal, defending the pres 
ent $5,777,000 spent on counselors 
and supervisors, and arguing that 
no extra. precautions need be 
taken to be sure that inept teach 
ers do not benefit by the 
posed pay raise. 


Hale, sponsor of the bill, 
quently, came to the rescue of the 
witnesses. In response to the sug 
gestion by one committee men 
ber that teachers teach 11 mont 
a year, Hale said there is 
a move in that direction 
denced by the extension of the 
school year from 175 days to 1 
days, the extra five days being 
spent in in-service training 


system 


school 


pro 
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And when Chairman Cot 
asked, “Is there any way we 
assure that this money goes 
teaching rather than coaching? 
Hale answered: “I don’t think wv 
at the state level should have 
say over the distribution of 
money. That should be done 
the local level. Movie 
get more than teachers 


actresse 


and 


“don’t think the actresses deserve 


it. But as for coaches getting 
more money, it reminds me of t! 

old quip about who ever heard 
of 50,000 people paying $3 a head 
to watch an English teacher per 


form?” 


There was laughter and mucl 





A Resignation in Houston 








‘Effects of My Allegiance’ 


HOUSTON 
At the age of 50, Dr. How- 
ard McGaw has quit his $12,- 
480-a-year job as director of 
libraries at the University of 
Houston rather than go on 


paying income taxes that are|-.- - 


used mostly for military ex- 
penditures he believes are lead- 
ing to a nuclear war and the 
end of civilization. 


His working conditions were 
“ideal,” and he had hoped to 
finish his professional life at 
U.H. He has two children, 14 
and 18. 


A slender, distinguished look- 


ing man with steely gray hair, |- 


McGaw was a conscientious ob- 
jector in World War II (“I 
couldn't risk shooting anybody”). 





He says of his present position: 

“I can't draw the distinction of 
just pulling the trigger. If I'm 
participating in it by buying the 
bombs, the wherewithal, the mis- 
siles, research in germ warfare 
I'm participating directly. 

“Once we get into a war, we 
participate in these atrocities we 
claim are so horrible before war 
begins. War forces us into it. I 
can’t be a part of it.” 

Even if Russia destroys the 
U.S., McGaw says he sees no sense 
in the U.S. then destroying Rus- 
sia. “I'd rather die humane than 
live and participate in inhuman 
activities,” he told the Observer. 

What about deterring the Rus- 
sians from attacking us? History 
teaches arms races do not result 
in stalemates, but more and more 





arming and then war, he replied. | 


In a statement he has prepared 


“To Friends Inquiring About My | 


Position on the Issue of Tax Re 
fusal,” McGaw explains: 

“If anything could be 
than a nuclear war (and 
are many who will not 
this), how can such a war 
considered the remedy? No mat 
ter what the Soviet Union or an 
other nation does to us, the kill 
ing of their women and children 
as is bound to happen in another 
world war, will certainly not sto 
communism or bring peace. How 
can civilized people be a party 
to such a threat! ... 

“The enemy is not the Russians 
nor the Castro-ites, nor the rebel 
in Laos or the Congo. The enemy 

(Continued on Page 8) 


worse 
there 
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in the packed galleries 


this jest. 
| Bis Money 


B. H. Dewey, Bryan, 
that while many 

are underpaid, many 
superintendents do very 
indeed, especially four big 
superintendents who earn 


apping 


ight out 


ners 


a year. 


Gus Mutscher, Brenham, 

i Charles Mathews, president 
Texas Association of School 
inistration and a school sup- 
ndent himself at Plainview: 
know that good teachers in 
poorly-financed schools 
etimes earn as much as $200 
less than teachers 75 

away teaching in a city sys- 
subsidized by rich chemical 
s. Do you think such differ- 
1 salaries are justified?” 


Mathews, who had already been 
inder some sharp questioning, ap- 
Continued on Page 5) 


What Did He 
Tell ‘Friends’? 


AUSTIN 

House Sperker James Tur- 
confirmed this week that 
was recently guest of hon- 
at a Houston reception set 
by “a friend of mine with 
Gulf Oil,” at which he “dis- 
ssed taxes” with “20 or 30 
inessmen,” but he refused 
to deny or confirm re- 
he had made statements 
that occasion favoring the 
tax and opposing the 

rate tax. 
stioned about the position 
yok toward taxes at that re- 
1 In the Houston Club, Tur- 
yid the Observer reporter 
Robertson, capitol 
ondent for the Hoyles 
“No comment. I have 
ment. It was just a recep- 
with several people. What I 





rietcner 


apers: 


business.” 


my 


ssed for a clear definition of 
titude toward the sales tax, 
answered: “Well, it 

he House, didn't it? I 
that I really care to 
on it.” He said that as 

it is proper for him to 

tral. But “as a representa- 
Fannin County, I'm op- 

it. My record shows it.” 

as representative of Fan- 
punty and as the choice of 
beral-moderate coalition for 
eakership, why didn’t he 

[ 1 the sales tax bill when 
appeared the conservatives 
take the play into their 
“I'm not a liberal,” 
rman. “I'm not a moderate. 

t a conservative. I'm speak- 
House, and it is not my 

kill bills. Anyway, I 
have killed it. I might 
delayed it, but what will be, 


€ 


AnOW 


ands? 


How docs he feel about the 
orporate Income tax? “As a poll- 
ticlan I would much rather not 
corporate tax or a fran- 
tax or any other kind of 
We don't Ike to pass taxes. 
But I just doen't care te comment 


see a 
Hise 


tax 


on 





The Birc 


(Continued from Page 1) 
they were not supposed to mix 
in politics. Clark and Wilson, 
Young Mr. X said, told the cell 
membérs they would provide 
them with two pocket-sized tape 
recorders if, beforehand, they 
could bring in (to Clark and Wil- 
son) one “juicy” lecture on their 
own. Clark and Wilson, Young 
Mr. X said, took the names of 
Young Mr. X and his two com- 
panions and said they would in- 
vestigate their reliability. 

Describing a later cell meeting, 
Young Mr. X said the Big Man 
told them the Birch Society and 
Robert Welch were the only ans- 
wers to the ¢ bl 
He said the “front group” idea 
was an effective tactic used by 
the communists. The Big Man sev- 
eral times’ warned that no one 
could be trusted, “not even our- 
selves.” The president said Mrs. 
Hoover at the downtown business 
had pictures of each of the Uni- 
versity stand-in demonstrators. 


What to Do? 

Young Mr. X had told his tale, 
a tale of enigmatic proportions. 
What was I to do with this in- 
formation? Might not he be a 
counter-spy, sent out by the Big 
Man? 

I determined to proceed cauti- 
ously. There was one factor work- 
ing in my favor: Members of the 
Birch Society persistently insist 
their organization is not secret. 
Surely I could check out the in- 
formant’s statements with such 
an above-the-table organization. 


Preliminary Work 

I began with the state repre- 
sentative. One afternoon this 
week, during a crisp debate in 
the Texas House of Representa- 
tives, I strolled over to his desk 
and sat down. Had he heard any- 
thing about an investigation of 
the University? “I've heard ru- 
mors,” he said, “that they’re 
gonna investigate everything 
from playpens to the UN.” 

Has he played any part in an 
imminent investigation? “It's 
none of my affair, actually in a 
sense,” he replied. Well, did he 
know the young man I named, 
president of Cell 772? He said he 
did not. 

Is the representative himself a 
member of the Birch Society? 
“No,” he replied with much ardor, 
“I'm not a member, never have 
been, and never will be.” Nor had 
he heard anything about Univer- 
sity lectures being recorded. 

What is his opinion of the Birch 
Society? “I am frankly presently 
trying to form an opinion,” the 
politician replied. “I'm reading 
the pro's and con's.” 

The two investigators at the 
Dept. of Public Safety were next 
on the list. Had they conferred 
with members of the John Birch 
Society in gathering information 
for an investigation? 

“We have informants, sources 
of information, and sometimes 
those sources are in positions of 
controversy,” one of them briskly 
replied. “Because we use an in- 
dividual as an informant doesn’t 
mean we're in sympathy with 
them.” 

Had they offered the group the 
pocket-sized tape recorders? “Def- 
initely not,” he said. “It would 
be out of order for any state 
equipment to be loaned to any in- 
dividual or any organization.” 

Is not a question of propriety 
raised when public officials work 
with members of a group like the 
Birchers? “As for the propriety 
of our association with anyone,” 
he said, “I can't answer that. If 
we are to do a service to the state, 
it is necessary we have inform- 
ants in all walks of life.” He then 
closed the interview. Any addi- 
tional information, he said, must 
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come from Homer Garrison, de- 
partment director. 

Garrison would say very little. 
“We don’t co-operate with soci- 
eties,” he said. But if the infor- 
mation on that co-operation is 
reliable? He said it is necessary 
that his agency hear reports from 
all kinds of people, but these 
ports are handled _ delicately. 
When questioned further, he said 
there are “certain things we don't 
divulge. I would think this would 
be just about as far as we can 
go, because you're getting into 
the field of our investigation.” 


a friend. Young Mr. X was flab-| Courses 
bergasted by my report of the in-| A. Emphasis on Keynes-Social- 
terview with the president. “He's ist Principles & Philoso- 





| 





My own investigation was at a 
stalemate. Perhaps the president 
of Cell 772 would be more infor- 
mative. 


Rebuffed Again 


The president has a room in a 
streamlined, air-conditioned dor- 
mitory on the University campus. 
Boyishly handsome, very cordial 
and very nervous, he offered me 
a chair and asked what I wanted. 


“How lomg have you known 
REP. ccccce cocccet” I asked. 
“Not long, actually,” he said. 


“I ran into him at the Capitol. 
He's a very nice guy. Do you know 
him?” 

“What did you talk about?” 

“Just all kinds of things,” he 
replied. “We talked about some 
investigating committee, some 
standing committee, but I don't 
think it went through.” 

Is the representative a member 
of the Birch Society? “I don't 
know that he is,” the president 
said. “From what I understand, 
they don't tell who they are. He's 
the one to talk to about that.” 

How long has the president 
been a member? “As a matter of 
fact, I'm not,” he replied. “I don’t 
know any more probably about it 
than what I read in the news- 
papers.” 

Does he know the Big Man? “I 
don't believe I do,” he said. Does 
he know the teacher? “I don’t 
think so.” 

“I have information you're pres-, 
ident of Cell 772 of the Birch So- 
ciety. Is that true?” I asked. “I'm 
flattered,” he replied. “ Go on. I 
didn’t even know chapters had 
presidents. Isn't that a kick in 
the head?” He turned his head 


and laughed a most nervous 
laugh. 
Has he heard about a secret 


campaign to gather material on 
subversives at the University? 
“No, I don't know what that 
would be. More power to ‘em if 
they can.” 

Had he been to see Clark and 
Wilson at the DPS? “No.” 

“Perhaps I've been barking up 
the wrong tree,” I said. “ I think 
so,” he answered. “I think you're 
giving .me a lot more credit for 
brains and ability than I have.” 

What does he think of the Birch 
Society? “Actually, I don’t know 
much about it.” He had only seen 
a “few things” in the papers. 
Does he believe there is any sub- 
version at the University? “Well, 
the Daily Texan, but it’s not sub- 
versive I guess, it’s Democratic, 
it pushes the Negro, but I don’t 
know if that’s subversive.” Does 
he know any students in the Birch 
Society? “No, I don’t.” 
Enter Electronics 

Later that evening I had an- 


other secret rendezvous with 
Young Mr. X in the apartment of 








lying through his hat,” he said. | phy 

Early next evening I got ed B. Lack of courses on Ameri- 
other call from Young Mr. X. We canism 
arranged a meeting at his friend's | C. Student Comments on Course 
apartment. Contents 

On his own initiative the enter-| D. Ridicule of Christian Doc- 
prising Young Mr. X, with his trine 
own tape recorder, had taped an| Textbooks 
altogether fantastic telephone A. List of textbooks each item, 
conversation with the president. to set out 
At 2:30 a.m. that morning, some 1. Author, title, publisher, 
time after I had left him, Young date 
Mr. X said, he decided to phone a. Author’s known. activi- 
the president on the pretext that ties 
“some reporter” had been out/| Student Organizations 
looking for him. He sald he asked A. Official 


the president what that might 
mean. 

Young Mr.,X played the tape. 
I reclined nervously in an easy 
chair to hear this unusual piece 
of evidence. 

The president, after a moment 
of apparent suspicion, told Young 
Mr. X that, alas, the reporter had 
talked with him a few hours be- 
fore. a 

“He knows everything,” the 
president’s voice said. “I mean 
everything, with all the letters 
capitalized.” 

Young Mr. X interjected: “You 
mean he knows you're .. .” 


“He knows everything,” the 
president repeated. “I mean, ev- 
erything.” 


“How did he find out?” 

“We're working on that now,” 
the president said. He then ad- 
vised Young Mr. X not to tell a 
single other member of Cell 772 
that the news was out. He warned 
Young Mr. X to prepare for the 
reporter, to remain unshocked by 
his startling information, and to 
play it dumb. 

“Have you talked with (the Big 
Man)?” Young Mr. X asked. 

“Yes,” he replied. 

The president then said, with a 
dramatic flourish, that no matter 
what happens, “the work of the 
chapter will go on. He knows I 
was lying. He'll know you're ly- 
ing, but lie anyway. He'll publish 
our names, but the work will go 
on. 

“One other thing,” the presi- 
dent warned. “When you want to 
talk with me, come over here per- 
sonally. Don't talk on this phone. 
We have reason to believe it’s, 
you know ... (pause) 

“Tapped?” Young Mr. X asked, 
incredulously. 

“Yes,” the president said. 

Young Mr. X turned off the 
recorder. He sat down in a chair, 
glancing my way with a bemused 
expression. 


The Plot Thickens 


Young Mr. X had other docu- 
ments. He had spent the after- 
noon helping out at the Enter- 
prisers, the downtown business. 
He said the people down there 
were talking about the pending 
“investigation,” and said it was 
just a matter of time. He also 
said the workers at the Enter- 
prisers had just sent off to the 
House Un-American Activities 
Committee for information on 
three University professors: one 
in economics, one in government, 
one in philosophy. 

He then reached into a folder 
and pulled out a list of eleven 
“subversives” in Texas colleges, 
which he had helped type out that 
afternoon. A well-known writer 
not now connected with a college 
was iricluded. Under each name 
was a detailed list of each man's 
activities. . 

Young Mr. X produced another 
document, an information blank 
which members of Cell 772 were 
using in tabulating “subversion” 
at the University. Here it .is: 
Faculty 

A. Sources of Documentation 

B. Test of Socialist-Communist 

sympathizers 

Cc. Listed Citations 


B. Unofficial thru YMCA, Uni- 
tarian Church, Christian 
Faith and Life Community 
Daily Texan 
A. Clippings 
B. Irresponsibility of: 
1. Staff 
2. Faculty Advisers 
3. Illustration of JBS letter 
complete falsification 
Young Mr. X was interested to 
know what my next move would 
be. I said I would talk with Mrs. 
Hoover at the downtown business, 
the doctor, and the Big Man. I 
had great confidence yet that the 
adult Birchers, responsible and 
experienced members of a non- 
secret society, would answer open 
questions openly asked. Wrapp'ngz 
my black cloak about me, I car- 
ried my seething speculations 
home, and put myself to sleep 
with Conan Doyle’s “The Red- 
Headed League.” 


Thrown Out 

Early the next afternoon, after 
the morning session of the 
House, I got in my car, making 
three loops around the Capitol 
to make sure I was not being 
tailed, and drove to the downtown 
business. 

I walked inside and was greet- 
ed by the busy clatter of several 
typewriters. I asked a young lady 
behind the front desk if I could 
see Mrs. Hoover. 





Mrs. Hoover was a large, lively 
lady about my size. She was cer- 
tainly friendly enough at first. 
She invited me into her office and 
waved me into a chair. 

“Mrs. Hoover, what kind of en- 
terprise is thi I asked, cordial- 
ly. 
“Well,” Mrs. Hoover replied, 
“the list on the window outside 
describes it. We’re a. . . service.” 
When I wrote this in my note- 
book, she peremptorily asked, 
“What do you want this for?” 

I explained that I wished to 
check some information with her, 
then asked how long she had 
been a member of the Birch So- 
ciety. 

She was indignant. “I haven't 
such information,” she said. She 
used a curiously emphatic smile 
to stress her rising anger. 

“You're not a member then?” 
I persisted. “No,” she said. 

Did she know a young man, the 
president? I asked. “No,” she 
replied. “What is this all about. 
This is no business of yours!” 

“I have reliable information,” I 
said, “that your business is a 
front for the John Birch Society. 
Is that true? 

“Well, isn’t this something!” 
she exclaimed. This is a . . . busi- 
ness. “Look,” she said. “I am very 
busy. I have an order I have to 








Underworld: A U.T. Spy Thriller 


finish today. I'll have to ask you 


to leave.” full 
length. 

“Can I see you later this after- 
noon, then?” I asked. No. To- 
night? No. Tomorrow? No. Day 
after tomorrow? No. 

On a table in her office were 
about a dozen copies of a book 
entitled “The Life of John Birch” 
by Robert Welch. “What is this?” 
I asked. 

At that point Mrs. Hoover, the 
kindly matron of a few moments 
before, began pushing me toward 
the door. She came at me from 
the left flank. 


“Let me have those notes you 
took,” she said, and grabbed for 
my notebook, tearing a page. Re- 
taining a manly grasp on it, I re- 
treated toward the entrance. The 
girls in the office stopped typing 
and looked. 

I paused at the door, while Mrs. 
Hoover glowered at me with all 
the benignance of a female para- 
trooper. Then I left. 

As one might imagine, it had 
been a rather disjointing experi- 
ence. I promised myself to bring 
my trusty Dr. Watson, associate 
editor Bob Sherrill, into the case 
at the next opportunity, less for 
moral than for physical assist- 
ance. As I crossed Congres Ave- 
nue en route to the doctor's office, 
I noticed that I had bent my 
Spiral Notebook with a tight pro- 
tective clasp. 


‘A Charter Member’ 


The doctor was available, and 
we retired to a back office. 

“Dr. ..e++, is the John Birch 
Society a secret organization?” 

“There's nothing secret about 
it at all,” answered the doctor en- 
thusiastically. “The only thing se- 
cret about it is this—the United 
States has gone so far to the left 
in socialism and communism, and 
the newspapers are always ready 
to treat us unfairly the minute 
the news,gets out that you belong 
to the John Birch Society,” the 
papers will write it up. The only 
secret aspect, he said, is not to 
disclose the names of other mem- 
bers “to prevent any member 
from being harrassed through 
reprisals.” 

Is the Birch Society in Austin 
doimg any secret things these 
days? I asked. The doctor said 
they were writing letters to con- 
gressmen, that sort of thing. 
“Some lunk-head in Washington 
called it a fascist organization. 
But we don’t want totalitarianism 
of any kind—communist or fas- 
cist. We just want good conserva- 
tive Jeffersonian . democracy.” 

“Do you think the end justifies 
the means?” I asked. “No, nobody 
does,” he replied. “But if you 
were to set up an organization to 
oppose the whole socialist trend 
in the United States, you'd al- 
most have to set up a duplicate of 
the John Birch Society, wouldn't 
you?” 

How long has the Birch Society 
in Austin been secretly gathering 
material on “subversion” at the 
University? “I didn’t know it was 
going on,” he said. “You see we 
have several chapters here—26 in 
all. One chapter never knows 
what another's doing.” 

How long has (the Big Man) 
been a Bircher? “Oh, he was a 
charter member. We were in the 
first chapter together.” 

How long has Mrs. Héover been 
a member?” (Instinctively I 
clasped my notebook again.) “Oh, 
she was one of my chapter mem- 
bers. She was in one of the orig- 
inal chapters in Austin.” 

Did he know a young man, the 
president? No, he did not. 

The doctor then said no inves- 
tigation would hurt the Birchers. 
“We're just praying they'll inves- 
tigate us. I'll say this, no Birch 
Society member will ever take the 

(Continued on Page 3) 


She stood up, 
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Secret Files -- Talk with Big Man -- Discovery 


(Continued from Page 2) 
Fifth Amendment.” 

Had not the doctor been to a 
meeting of Cell 772 at the teach- 
er’s place? “No, we don't attend 
other meetings,” he said. “Has he 
ever attended other meetings? 
“Yes,” he said. Where? “I can't 
tell you where. I could, but I 
won't.” 

Does he know about the pro- 
jected tape recordings of Univer- 
sity lectures? He did not. “If 
somebody is doing that, that’s an 
activity’ they’re doing on their 
own,” he said. 

“Even if they are, I don’t see 
anything wrong with it. The com- 
munists make a great to do about 
the citizen going out and bringing 
in information on other citizens 
working against the state. Do 
you see anything wrong with it?” 

By this time we had. walked 
to the front door and were stand- 
ing in the sunlight. Did he think 
secret recordings might be hit- 
ting a little under the belt? 

“I certainly don’t. Look, my son 
is going to be at the University 
next year, and I think it’d be a 
good thing for him to do some- 
thing like that. If they are brain- 
washing those young people like 
that, I think as a parent I have 
a right to know.” 

I bade goodbye to the doctor. 


‘Powerful Research’ 

Stopping long enough in my in- 
vestigation to get Bob Sherrill, 
whom I briefed hurriedly on re- 
cent events, I sped once more to 
a rendezvous with Young Mr. X 
in the apartment near the campus. 
He suggested I contact’ the presi- 
dent once more to inquire if he 
knew some of the other members 
of Cell 772, two of whom the 
trusty Sherrill and I were about 
to seek out. 

The president answered the 
phone. I listed the other cell mem- 
bers Young Mr. X had mentioned 
and asked if he knew them. In 
each instance, except for one 
member who lived down the hall 
from him, he said he did not 
know them. 

Having told Young Mr. X of the 
afternoon's activities, and that the 
Big Man was not far down the 
list, I left with my lieutenant to 
see E...+++ Coeseee. He invited us 
into his dorm room. He, also, was 
nervous and swallowed hard. 

I asked if he knew the presi- 
dent. “Everybody around here 
does,” he replied. “He lives right 
down the hali here.” 

How long has he been a Birch 
member? “I don’t know,” he said. 
“I'm not going to commit myself 
one way or the other on whether 
I am or not.” 

Did he take a tape recorder, 
hidden in a book satchel, into a 
lecture of his economics profes- 
sor? “No, I sure didn’t.” Does he 
know the teacher, at whose place 
meetings were held? No. What 
about the Big Man? “I've heard 
of him. I’ve only met him.” What 
about the Birch campaign to ga- 
ther material for an investigation? 
“I've heard rumors,” he said, no 
more. What does he think of the 
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Birch Society? “As far as I'm con- 
cerned, I couldn't say.” 

We drove across campus to an- 
other dormitory to see L......... 
He said he knew the president. 
He said he was not a Birch mem- 
ber. 

Does he know the Big Man? 
“It's not my purpose here to com- 
ment on these people you're talk- 
ing about,” he replied. Did he 
know that pictures had been tak- 
en of the stand-in demonstrators 
by Birch people? “I’m fiot aware 
they’ve been taken,” he said. 
Then, shaking his head, he added, 
“You all have a powerful research 
organization.” 

Then he IS a member of the 
Birch Seciety? “I'm not a mem- 
ber, I'm certainly not,” he said. 
Had he ever been to a Birch meet- 
ing? “No comment,” he respond- 
ed. 

En route to our final interview, 
with the Big Man himself, I again 
phoned Young Mr. X. “He told 
you that? Oh me, he’s the one 
who suggested the tape record- 
ers.” 

My lieutenant and I stopped at 
our office long enough to prepare 
a detailed list of questions to ask 
the Big Man. The moment had ar- 
rived: we were about to come 
face to face with that illustrious 
leader of youth and authority in 
the subtle art of judo. 

Young Mr. X had told us the 
Big Man was hosting another 
Birch meeting that very night. 
Sherrill and I parked in the sha- 
dow of a pecan tree near his 
house, just off Lamar, and waited 
several minutes, until the last car 
had driven away. 

Rain began to fall softly as we 
approached a large, prosperous 
house with a bright yellow light 
on the porch. We knocked on the 
door. 

A tall, dark, heavily-built man, 
perhaps in his 40’s, came to the 
door. It was the Big Man. After 
we had introduced ourselves, he 
invited us out to a roofed patio 
in the wide yard. 

Sherrill patted the Big Man's 
dog, a grizzly terrier. Then we 
all sat down. Here is a text of the 
exchange, punctuated only by the 
Big Man's increasing belligerence. 

“How long have you been in 
the Birch Society?” 

“That's nobody’s business but 
mine.” 

“Then you are a member?” 

“This has nothing to do with 
what you print or say. This has 
absolutely no bearing on anything 
you print or say. What do you 
want? What are you doing here?” 

“We have some _ information 
we'd like to check with you. We 
need to ask you some questions. 
Do you know a young man named 
D.ccecM cccceet” 

“That has nothing to do with 
your being here. If you have some 
important information to give me, 
give it to me.” 

“Are you going to answer my 
questions or aren’t you? I’m not 
here to harrass you. If you don't 
want to answer my questions, say 
so and I'll leave.” 

“Well, I’m not going to answer 
any questions from anybody who 
shows up here at 10:30 at night.” 

“Would you like for us to come 
back at 9:30 in the morning? Or 
what time could you see us to- 
morrow ?” 

“I'm busy all day.” 

“Well, just say when you can 
see me.” 

“I don’t think I ever will have 
time.” 

“In other words, you aren't go- 
ing to answer my questions. Just 
say so and I'll leave.” 

“You can leave, then.” 

That was the Big Man. 


The Secret Files 

At our final rendezvous, Young 
Mr. X was totally disillusioned) by 
the un-cooperative spirit of his 
colleagues. There was no one else 





to see, nowhere else to go. The in- 
vestigation was over, except for 
the secret files of Cell 772, which 
had been entrusted to him. 

Young Mr. X took me to his 
dormitory room and there gave 
me the files. At any moment other 
members of Cell 772, even the Big 
Man himself, might come to get 
them. But the world had to know. 

In my study at home I browsed 
through the prized packet, a col- 
lection of evidence on subversion 
that might leave the entire nation 
reeling. Here are a few of the 
documents: 


Be 


a 


“April 21, 1961 

“On April 20, 1961, Thursday, 
during Speech . . . class, during 
which members of the class were 
giving speeches, a girl from Long- 
view, Texas, (I believe) gave a 
speech regarding the subject that 
the modern male is less useful 
than in the past. The subject was 
a critical analysis of the modern 
male. The girl concluded the 
speech by saying that even if the 
modern male was useless, she 
was glad he wag around. At that 
time . . the class instructor, 
asked her if she was glad the 
male was around because of the 
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reproduction act. Shortly later in 
the discussion of her speech by 
members of the class and (the 
instructor, he) asked her if the} 
male was useless how did she} 
plan on continuing the race (hu- 
mans)? He went on to say that 
she could use artificial insemina- 
tion. 

“Throughout the semester (the | 
instructor) has taken many op-| 
portunities to make obscene re-| 
marks in the presence of two fe- | 
male members of the class. 

“I intend to obtain the name 
of the girl involved in the above) 
incident and include her name 
on this sheet .. . 

(Signed) L...... ” 

Another document: 

“On April 20, 1961, (an) Eng- 
lish instructor . . . said to his Eng-| 
lish . . . class: ‘The New Testa- 
ment has some basic inconsisten- 
cies. I hope you won't report me 
to the Board of Regent, but . . 
It (the New Testament) is hard 
to reconcile.’ 

“These statements were made to 
show that the Bible should not 
be considered in makings (sic) de-| 
cesions (sic) regarding morality 
The subject arose out of discus 
sion of the lead characters of Huc- 
kleberry Finn. 

“I would like to complain about 
this attempted discrediting of the 
Bible. 

“(Signed) J ..... W. 

Another sheet contained a list 
of 14 “subversives” on the faculty 
including one department head 
noted across the campus for his 
conciliatory roles and his Chris- 
tian activities. A cryptic note was 
attached to the list: “Check com 
mittee who are selecting president 
of University.” 

' Another document noted: “In 
the summer session of 1959 (a 
named professor) said the follow- 
ing im essence at the beginning 
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jing new”; 


of the semester ... ‘Does any- 
body in here really believe that 
the main reason we're here on 
earth is connected with the here- 
after? I don't think se.’ (Show of 
hands, about four or five raised 
hands.) “The assumption of this 
course will be that the hereafter 
is not the question of impertance, 
but to establish a world that is 
best for man’s life here.’ 

The professor) ~made fun of 
belief in God, and said he doubted 
the existence of God, and that it 
was stupid to consider Him in or- 
ganizing the world. 

B.S. This upset me enough at 


| the time to write a letter to the 


Mercury Magazine — 
I may have a copy of at 


American 
which 
home 

The file also contained diverse 
scribbled reports on other lec- 
“Trial by jury is feudal”; 
federal aid to education is noth- 
“segregation is not lo- 
ustom but was forced by leg- 
and more. 


tures 


slation” 


Discovery, Conclusion 


That very night, Young Mr. X 
said the next day, Cell 772 found 


its spy. When he returned to his 
dorm room later that night, 
Young Mr. X said, four cell mem- 
ers were waiting. They de- 


secret files. He said 
he did not have them. They in- 
vited him outside, and the presi- 
dent reached into his pocket and 
pulled out $2, the monthly dues. 
him the money, Young 

x said, the president told 
him We ought to smash your 
’ They then left. 


manded the 


face in 


When I last saw Young Mr. X, 
he was safe and secure, and said 
he had just begun a paper on the 
“A Comparison of the 
Tactics of the Communist Party 
and the John Birch Society.” 


* a 


subject 


Canyon Paper Criticizes 


CANYON 

Troy Martin, publisher of the 
Canyon News, tried to interview 
Robert Welch, leader of the John 
Birch Society, when Welch passed 
through Amarillo on his speaking 
tour. Martin reported that sev- 
eral people around Welch, includ- 
ing J. C. Phillips, editor of the 
Borger News-Herald, and General 
Jerry Lee, refused to let him talk 
to Welch. 

In his news story, Martin con- 
tinued: 

“Welch read his speech from a 
prepared statement which he 
warned his listeners was copy- 
righted. He forbade newsmen to 
use any portions except those 
handed to them in a prepared 
text following the speech. 


“The Canyon News did not ask 
for the canned text. ‘To use such 
a prepared statement would put 
The Canyon News in the position 
of being little more than a propa- 
ganda media for this man Welch,’ 
Martin declared. 


“Welch received several r d 


Welch sneers at democracy and 
in his blue book labels it a “peren- 
nial fraud.” He says a republican 
form of government has “many 
attractions” under certain favor- 
able conditions. 

Welch looks with suspicion 
upon labor, management, religion’ 
government, newspapers and in 
fact about everyone except Bob 
Welch. 

We are reminded of the story of 
a Quaker husband talking to his 
wife. 


thee and sometimes I have reason 
to doubt thee.” 


We do not wish to destroy the | 


John Birch Society. We would 


like to see it purged of men who} 
avowedly see nothing wrong with | 
dictatorship, if it is not a Com-| 


munist dictatorship. The Birch 


Society has in its ranks many sin-| 


cere men and women who are 


grabbing at a straw in an effort | 


to find a vehicle for their fight 
on Communism. 





of applause but the number of 
people in the auditorium who did 
not join was conspicuous.” 

Although the Canyon News is 
a generally conservative newspa- 
per circulated in a conservative 
area of Randall County, Martin 
also editorialized against the 
Birch Society. The editorial, “So 
the People May Know,” said: 

Even some of the staunchest 
members of the John Birch Soci- 
ety have expressed doubt in the 
leadership of the Society since 
Bob Welch, its top man, made an 
appearance at Amarillo Saturday. 

We cannot approve of this man 
who believes that he is the only 
man alive ready, willing and able 
to lead the fight against Commu- 
nism. 





oy 





“Wife,” he said. “I can trust no} 
one in the world except me and | 


Hess offered us a 
method for fighting 
during World War 
II when he parachuted down in 
England. He brought an offer 
from Hitler to join Germany with 
the west in a holy war against the 
reas 

Even as a lad I was against this 
method. I am against it now. 


I do not believe that the Amer- 
an people yet have to choose 
facism and bolshevism. 

We must understand once and 
for all that there is little actual 
between facism and 
Both are headed: up 
| by a type of latter-day nobility 
upon exploiting an enslaved 
| people 
We ask, what is the difference 
Eichman with his 
hands dripping blood in Germany 
Hitler and a Khrushchev 
with his hands dripping blood in 
Ukraine under Stalin? 

We must fight Communism but 
we must also beware lest we nur- 
ture something as bad. 


Rudolph 
Welchian 


Communism 


between 


difference 


Doisnevism. 
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Honoring the Loan Sharks 





tore Deep aa 


The Texas Senate, which has killed 
more good legislation by the easier 
tactic of the deep-freeze than by 
straightforward homicide before the 
voting public on the Senate floor, 
may be well on its way to freezing 
Rep. Criss Cole’s loan sharks bill for 
the rest of the session. 

A quiet campaign involving loan 
sharks lobbyists and a handful of 
co-operative senators is now at work. 
They hope to keep the bill in the 
Senate state affairs committee until 
it is too late. Despite the resounding 
vote in the House for the measure, 
even despite the constitutional amend- 
ment approved by the electorate last 
November which was a clear and un- 
equivocal mandate for legislative reg- 
ulation, they may succeed if some- 
thing isn’t done soon. 

“These powerful out-of-state loan 
sharks, whose hands have been op- 
posing small loan regulation in other 
states, are now hard at work in Tez- 
as,” Atty. Gen. Wilson warned this 
week. 


And Rep. Malcolm McGregor, one 
of the chief architects of the Cole 
legislation, told the Houston Press 
the loan shark lobby “is putting ter- 
rific pressure on senators to keep 
this bill bottled up. These lobbyists 
represent the so-called ‘small small 


Tax 


Speaker Turman and Lt. Gov. Ram- 
sey got together this week to confer 
on the tax situation, and afterwards 
they said they believed the legisla- 
ture could finish things up by May 29. 


Ramsey, who ran for re-election 
along with a number of other gentle- 
men in opposition to a general sales 
tax, showed a fine talent for semantic 
juggling when he said HB 727 might 
be all right with him. “It depends on 
how you define ‘general sales tax,’” 
Ramsey said. ‘‘Wilson’s bill does have 
some exemptions there.” The exemp- 
tions might not be broad enough, but 
the area of compromise is broad 
enough to pass a tax bill, he said. 


Last weekend Gov. Daniel said he 
could not “in good conscience” ‘sign 
the House-passed tax if it reaches 
him in its present form. “Neither 
would I permit it to become law with- 
out my signature unless substantial 
changes are made to provide a more 
equitable balance between the burden 
on individuals and business and unless 
compensating corporation and nat- 
ural gas taxes are enacted to meet 
the balance of our tax needs.” 


This week, as you may have noted, 
while the Senate successor to the de- 
throned Bill Fly as “heir-apparent”, 
Ray Roberts, was being feted as gov- 
ernor for a day by the lobby, Daniel 
and Uncle Ben took off for a jaunt to 
Mexico City. Is there a thread run- 
ning through all this? It is not un- 
likely that the play for a sales tax is 
on in earnest; political promises can 
go to the wind. 


The situation in the House deteri- 
orates every day. With a sad absence 
of effective leadership from the gov- 
ernor, the liberal-moderate coalition 
which elected a speaker in January 
has, in May, degenerated into an 
amorphous group fighting rear-guard 


Adams (Lubbock) 
Adams (Mt. Pleasant) 


Ehrie (Childress) 
Fairchild (Center) 


lenders,’ who make loans of $100 or 
less. These lenders were largely re- 
sponsible for the violations and injus- 
tices which led the people of Texas 
to demand that the legislature clean 
up the situation.” 

Sens. Bill Moore of Bryan, Frank 
Owen of El Paso, Louis Crump of 
San Saba, and Hubert Hudson of 
Brownsville are leading the effort to 
keep the bill in cold storage. Surely 
they must know that; in applying the 
freeze, they are courting political dis- 
aster. After approval of the constitu- 
tional amendment, the continued ex- 
istence of loan shark abuses could be 
employed as a major issue against 
status quo senators in ’62. 

The Cole bill, quite simply, aims to 
regulate those petty lenders who for 
decades have been gouging the peo- 
ple with exorbitant interest rates. 
The time is long past for an end to 
their selfish and shady activities. 

Further delay will only serve to 
thwart one of the most pressing and 
needed reforms in Texas. It will mean 
that the sharks will continue to thrive 
on those very people who are most 
in need of the protection and the as- 
sistance of their state government. 
Passage of the bill would be a vindi- 
cation of the people against one of 
the most cynical lobbies of them all. 


Votes | 


actions, riddled by wholesale deser- 
tions. The speaker himself, from all 
indications, is beginning to desert 
the very coalition which elected him. 
Without strong guidance from Dan- 
iel and Turman, the corporate in- 
come and the Eckhardt natural 
gas tax won’t stand an even chance. 
For that matter, the escheats bill, 
that weathervane of foundering con- 
sciences, hasn’t even been passed 
yet! 

Elected reprsentatives, like the 
daily papers, are showing their true 
colors on the corporate income tax. 
They would see a two per cent sales 
tax passed onto the people without 
pause; they oppose, in the same 
breath, a measure that would abol- 
ish entirely the inequitable franchise 
tax which Has been discriminatory to 
small, home-based Texas industry 
and which primarily hits the large 
inter-state corporations. Juxtaposed 
with their overweening zeal for a tax 
on small incomes, their opposition to 
the corporate tax merely embellishes 
their tawdry, time-serving self-inter- 
ests. 


Watch the vote Tuesday on the cor- 
porate income tax. It will provide 
the handiest voter’s guide in twenty 
years. 


In the vote this week to postpone 
consideration of the corporate tax, 
a ploy which was sponsored by the 
overtime talents of the Congress 
Avenue Knights, 56 representatives 
who voted for the sales tax voted also 
to postpone. The names in boldface 
among these 56 have also voted this 
session against the escheats bill, the 
loophole bill, and the revised fran- 
chise tax. These, let there be no doubt, 
are the gentlemen (and ladies) who 
should be allowed to return to Austin 
only for football games and PTA con- 
ventions: 


Pipkin (Brownsville) 
Preston (Paris) 


Alien (Longview) Foreman (Austin) Quilliam (Lubbock)' 
Andrews (Aransas Pass) (Hi ) Ratcliff (Dallas) 
Atwell (Dallas) (Breckenridge) Read (Big Spring) 
Banfield (Rosenberg) Glusing (Kingsville) Roberts (Lamesa) , 
Barnes (DeLeon) Grover (Houston) Rosson (Snyder) 
Bartram (New Braunfels) Harding (San Angelo) Sandahl (Austin) 
Bell (San Antonio) Heatly (Paducah) Schram (Taylor) 
Blaine (El Paso) Hughes (Dallas) Shi (Houston) 
Buchanan (Dumas) James (Dallas) Slack (Pecos) 
Butler (Kennedy) Jarvis (Tyler) Slider (Naples) 
Cole (Greenville) Johnson (Dallas) Snelson (Midland) 
Connell (Wichita Falis) Jones (Dallas) (McAllen) 
(Victoria) LaValle (Texas City) Thurmond (Del Rio) 
(Ringgold) Lewis (Dallas) Tunnell (Tyler) 
Crews( Conroe) Miller (Houston) Walker (Cleveland) 
Curington ( ) Willson (Amarillo) 


Murray (Harlingen) 
Petty (Levelland) 
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Observer Notebook 


AUSTIN 
Sen. Ralph Yarborough, speaking 
in favor of the Kennedy medical care 
plan for the aged, read on the Senate 
floor this week a letter he received 
from an insurance agent in Gonzales: 
“An elderly couple has been living 
near Gonzales, in utter poverty. A 
neighbor lady noted the other day 
that she had not seen them lately, so 

she went over to check on them. 


“She found the lady had been 
burned terribly several days earlier, 
and was just lying there suffering. 
She and her husband got her to town 
to the county doctor. He treated her 
and quickly used up the old man’s 
$69, and sent her home to the shack, 
with no food, no medicine, not even 
an aspirin, and said she was all right. 


“The neighbors persuaded another 
doctor to look at the old lady; he 
threw up his hands, said she was 
dying and needed to be in a first class 
hospital, such as at Galveston. He 
treated her, and is having her band- 
ages changed daily, per the report. 


“The neighbors have gone to the 
county authorities, the Red Cross, the 
welfare people, without getting any 
aid for the burned woman. Now, the 


‘ neighbors are poor people too; they 


are feeding the couple, but they can’t 

help the old woman in her misery. 

It is anticipated that she will die 

quickly and be out of her misery.” 
a. * - 

Robert Welch, in his canned speech 
delivered to promote the John Birch 
Society on his recent visit to Texas, 
stated, among many other things, 
that “communist riot tactics” are be- 
ing used, as shown in the film, ‘“‘Op- 
eration Abolition,” and by the fact 
that a young California newspaper- 
man had been subjected to ‘brutal 
physical attack” for “writing anti- 
communist things in his newspaper.” 

“Just what does it take to make 


the American people see the commu- 
nist steamroller at work?” Welch 
asked (Obs., April 25). 


Wednesday in San Francisco, Rob- 
ert Meisenbach, the student indicted 
on a charge of grabbing a policeman’s 
club and hitting him with it, thus 
setting off the “San Francisco riots,” 
was acquitted—found not guilty. The 
film, “Operation Abolition,” states 
as a fact (without showing any pic- 
tures) that a student touched off the 
riot by grabbing a policeman’s club 
and hitting him with it. 


An Observer subscriber in Califor- 
nia has sent us two clippings from 
Los Angeles newspapers. A 20-year- 
old student editor’s story of being 
beaten up by “five or six” thugs be- 
cause of his anti-communist views 
was branded as a hoax by Sheriff 
Peter J. Pitchess of Los Angeles 
County (Los Angeles Times, April 
29). The youth had told of his beat- 
ings on radio and TV. Pitchess said 
he confessed he inflicted the injuries 
on himself, explaining, “It was up to 
me to do anything I could to wake 
people up’’—to arouse the public who 
have shown a “pathetic lack of inter- 
est in the Communist menace.” 

” oa * 


William M. Hatten, the Houston 
lawyer who is taking his daughter 
from the University of Texas because 
she was required to read J. D. Sal- 
inger’s The Catcher in the Rye, now 
says he is going to bring up the mat- 
ter at the national convention of 
those widely-read scholars and lovers 
of fine literature, the Fraternal Or- 
der of Eagles. 


After Hatten sent letters to rank- 
ing state officials about Salinger’s 
pernicious prose, Gov. Daniel said he 
will read the book and ask UT offi- 
cials why it is required reading in 
some English courses. 





SEND US YOUR NOMINATIONS TODAY! 


TMA Rookie of the Year 


TMA Man of the Year 








Pipelines Man of the Year 


In the Texas House of Representatives, 
Who Are Your Choices For: 


Pipelines Rookie of the Year 


Winners will be chosen on the basis of thorough- 
ness, zeal, effectiveness, friendliness, and dogma- 
tism. Only those gentiemen who have proven 
their devotion beyond the call of duty to TMA 
and the Pipelines will be considered, however. 


Send this blank to Texas Observer, 504 W. 24th St., Austin. 
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Stall Tactics Hit 
Shark, Tax Bills 


bill. 

By refusing to break a tie vote, 
House Speaker James Turman 
prevented advocates of the cor- 
porate tax bringing it up for an 
immediate vote and permitted 
enemies of the tax, on a motion 
by Rep. Reed Quilliam, Lubbock, 
to put off the vote until no soon- 
er than this Tuesday. 

The vote to postpone—77 to 69 
—crushed any real hopes that the 
tax would be passed during the 
regular session, if at all. Opposi- 
tion to the bill has been openly 
guided by the Texas Manufac- 
turers Association. 

The vote for immediate action 
was 73 to 73. Turman would not 
break the tie. 

In the Senate, Bill Moore of 
Bryan blocked immediate action 
on the bill to regulate the sharks 
by moving that Atty. Gen. Will 
Wilson be summoned to answer 
questions about: the bill. The state 
affairs committee voted 11 to 7 
to accept Moore’s motion, thus 
throwing the hearings into an- 
other week. 

Voting for the delay were Sens. 

_ Creighton, Crump, Fuller, Herr- 
ing, Kazen, Kruger, Martin, Mof- 
fett, Secrest and Willis. Voting 
against: Aiken, Baker, Hazlewood, 
Parkhouse, Ratliff, Reagan. 

Rep. Criss Cole, Houston, au- 
thor of the bill (HB 7), accused 
the senators voting for the delay 
with “wanting to run out the 
clock. They’ve had four public 
hearings on it, and all the infor- 
mation has been given the’ com- 
mittee.” 

The legislative re-districting 
bill came out of committee this 
week, proposing that the 16 most 
populated counties pick up 14 
new representatives, but leaving 
control of the House in the hands 
of the rural legislators. The pro- 
posed re-districting would also 
throw 13 sets of legislators into 
the same districts, meaning they 
would have to campaign against 
each other. Some of the more in- 
teresting conflicts: 

James Cole of Greenville and 
Speaker James Turman of Gober; 
W. S. Heatly of Paducah and Will 
Ehrie of Childress; Dan Struve of 
Campbellton and Jerry Butler of 
Kenedy; David Crews of Conroe 
and Lloyd Martin of Normangee. 

Also in trouble is Rep. Myra 
Banfield of Rosenberg, because 
the bill assigns her county, Fort 
Bend, as flotorial with Brazoria. 





She called the move 
manly.” 

Sixty-seven members of the 
House turned out for a breakfast 
at which W. T, Oliver of Port 
Neches, author of the still-pend- 
ing supreme being bill, announced 
his candidacy for the speakership 
at the next session. Speaking in 
his behalf were Sam H. Parsons 
of Henderson, Marshall Bell of 
San Antonio, Wesley Roberts of 
Seminole, Dick Slack of Pecos, 
Joe Chapman of Sulphur Springs, 
Henry Grover of Houston, and 
George Cook of Odessa. 


The House early this week ap- 


“ungentle- 


The House approved a bill 
which would allow 16-year-old 
criminals to be tried as adults. 
By a 10-9 vote, House state af- 
fairs reported out the Struve tele- 
phone regulation bill. 

Grover’s bill to lop in half the 
number of education courses 
needed for teaching in junior and 
senior high schools was pried out 
of committee by an 82 to 55 vote 
by the House, but Grover admit- 
ted the bill’s chances are slender, 
primarily because Speaker Tur- 
man is a professional education- 
ist, holding a doctor’s degree in 
that field. 

The Senate was momentarily 
brightened by an exchange be- 
tween Fort Worth’s Willis and 
Dallas’ Parkhouse over legisla- 
tion which Willis claims would 
benefit Dallas’ airport and hurt 
Fort Worth’s. 

At one point Parkhouse, red- 
faced and champing his teeth, 
threatened: “I'll knock your teeth 
down your throat.” 

Willis responded: “If you 
weren't crippled I’d knock you 
50 feet across this room.” 

Later Willis told newsmen, 
“He’s just a foul-mouthed old 
man. ... For 14 years I've lis- 
tened to his cursing, his loud 
mouth and his temper outbursts. 
The only reason no one’s clob- 
bered him is because he’s crip- 
pled.” 

Rep. Bob Eckhardt’s tax on nat- 
ural gas pipelines—which would 
raise an estimated $30 million in 
two years—was voted to the 
House floor. 

A similar tax was recently de- 
clared unconstitutional by the 
Supreme Court on the grounds 
that it was a state tax on inter- 
state commerce, but Eckhardt 
says his tax is on gas in Texas 
only. ; 





FIA Cites Results 


HOUSTON 

The 1961 “Freedom in Action” 
leaders’ conference was closed 
this Wednesday and Thursday ex- 
cept for those who registered by 
advance invitation specifying that 
“I want to help .. .” the F.LA. 
conference. 

“Admission to the Leaders’ Con- 
ference will be by registration 
only. Each person who registers 
will be given a name card to be 
presented for admittance to each 
session,” said a letter from Elwood 
Fouts, president, F.I.A., to “Dear 
Patriot” April 4, 1961. 

for an idea of what they 
missed, citizens not invited to 
register may be advised that the 
guest speaker is Cong. Ralph W. 
Guinn. 

Other names listed on the pro- 
gram: Jim Noonan, consultant 
finance; Adrian Burk, attorney; 





T. Robert Ingram, rector of St. 


Thomas Episcopal Church; C. An- 
thony Frilou, Jr., attorney; Clyde 
N. Austin, faculty, Abilene Chris- 
tian College; James B. Bowers, 
“Mortgage”; Hali E. Timanus, at- 
torney; Walter D. Allen, engineer; 
G. Sidney Buchanan, attorney; 
Robert M. Hayley, “District Man- 
ager—N.F.1.B”; William R. Cox, 
C.P.A.; Beck Smith, attorney; W. 
N. (Bill) Hollis, an F.1.A. official; 
and Robert Overstreet, J. Roscoe 
Butler, Richard D. Davies, Donald 
I. Peters, and Fouts. 

In 1958, the F.I1.A. program 
states, “considerable results were 
felt in the Texas elections as a 
result of the members’ work in 
the political parties. In 1960, much 
greater results were obtained, 
both in Texas and Oklahoma, be- 
cause of the substantial increase 
in membership and the total num- 
ber of persons exposed to the 
educational program.” 





Texas to Be Affiliated 


'Mr. Civil Liberties’ in Austin 


AUSTIN 

Texas will soon become the 27th 
state with an affiliate of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
with chapters in Houston, Dallas, 
and possibly Austin, Patrick Ma- 
lin, executive director of the na- 
tional, 55,000-member civil liber- 
ties organization, told about 100 


persons meeting in an Austin 
branch library auditorium this 
week. 


Dr. Clarence Ayres, professor 
of economics at the University of 
Texas and a member of A.C.L.U.’s 
national board, presided and was 
designated by the group to take 
steps leading to the formation of 
an Austin chapter in May or June. 
About half those present were 
connected wtih U.T. 

When Malin said the first ques- 
tion in whether to establish a 
chapter was whether there are 
civil liberties problems in the 
area, the gathering .was overtaken 
by laughter, and a few professors 
suggested he go on to the next 
question. 

Malin said there are about 150 
A.C.L.U. members in the Hous- 
ton area, about 130 in the Dallas- 
Fort Worth area, and 92 in Aus- 
tin. Nationally A.C.L.U. has ad- 
vanced from 10,000 members in 
1950 to 55,000 members now, he 
said. 

Introduced by Ayres as “Mr. 
Civil Liberties” the night before 
at an on-campus meeting, Malin 
is a box-faced Irishman puffing 
on a black, straight-stemmed pipe. 
He gives forth a feeling of happi- 
ness in his work and pride in his 
accomplishments for civil liber- 
ties—a pride he feels so strongly 
he disavowed it several times dur- 
ing the evening. 

Well and closely groomed, blue 
suited with a State Department- 
style red tie diagonaled with sil- 
ver stripes, Malin breaks up his 
phrases curiously with pauses 
where there are no joints in the 
words. Each stop throbs forward 
to the thought ahead; he drives 
in every stressed syllable with a 
little hammer-tap from his for- 
midable jaw. 

His wavy hair, parted high, 
crowns his_ impressive brow, 
whose symmetrically rolling fur- 
rows deepen as he lifts his head 
high to make his point incontest- 
able and smooth as he resumes. 

A.C.L.U., he said, is concerned 
only with four areas, equal pro- 
tection of the laws, due process, 
freedom of inquiry, and “certain 
retained and reserved rights of 
the individual in relation to gov- 
ernment.” 

It does not go into marriage 
and divorce laws, the federal 
budget, or any kind of interna- 
tional policy. Lately, however, it 
has become much more active in 
combatting legislative and execu- 
tive intrusions on civil liberties. 

(Speaking the night before at 
U.T., Malin had no hesitation in 
saying the pending Texas bill to 
require public school teachers to 
acknowledge belief in a supreme 
being “violates the first amend- 
ment.”) 

He recalled that the A.C.L.U. 
provided Clarence Darrow and 
Arthur Garfield Hays as defense 
attorneys in the famous Tennes- 
see evolution trial. The Union 
never pays attorneys fees, but it 
does pay them out-of-pocket ex- 
penses. Malin said the Union's 
legal services would cost from 


* * 
HOUSTON 

Malin will speak to the Hous- 
ton chapter of the A.C.L.U. this 
Wednesday at 8 p.m. at Pershing 
Junior High School, 700 Braes 
Bivd. Three will be no admission 
charge. 

His subject will be, “The 
A.C.L.U.—Purposes, Methods, and 
Structure.” 





$5 to $10 million a year if paid 
for. 

The chief work of the 
chapters, he said, is lobbying with 
governmental bodies and lancing 
civil liberties trouble areas be 
fore they swell into court cases 
Arkansas 
tional provision stronger than the 
federal guarantee for freedom of 
association, but in practice it is 
not observed, and during 
years when a test case is perco- 
lating up to the Supreme Court, 
“people are being forced to live” 
under circumstances of restricted 
liberty. 

AC.L.U., he said, has chapters 
in 90 cities. Its budget is $600,000 
a year; it has 27 employees on 
the national staff, and another 
5@ are employed by state and local 
affiliates. 

The most recent Texas case in 
which the A.C.L.U. participated, 
Malin said, was the suit by two 
women who wished to study en 
gineering at Texas A&M, but 
were refused because of their sex 
“We thought that was discrim 
ination—against a recently estab 
lished majority, true,” Malin said 
He asserted that a publicly fi 
nanced institution should not be 
allowed to reject applicants for 
study who are duly qualified, ex 
cept that they are not men. 

In a summary of A.C.L.U. posi 
tions and activities’ given persons 
attending Malin’s speech, it 
pointed out that the Union 
poses the loyalty-test provision 
or any substitute, in the national 
defense education act; favors ab 
olition of the House Un-American 
Activities Committee; is studying 
labor’s picketing rights and the 
constitutionality of corporation 
political spending; opposes 
funds for public school textbooks 
or religious instruction; opposes 
the government judging what 


local 


is 


op 


may be read or seen; challenges | 


cases denying lawyers and others 
licenses on political grounds; and 
supports legal protections for Ne 
groes, independent review boards 
to hear citizens’ complaints of 
police abuses, fair hearings for 
mental patients and aliens, and 
an end to discrimination in publi 
and private housing. 

A.C.L.U. is engaged in litigation 





has a state constitu-| 


the | 


tax | 


to seek te establish the principle 


| that “equal protection of the law” 


includes the right te have one’s 
vote feirly representative and 
that apportionments stacking leg- 


| islatures in favor of rural areas 


deny this right. 

rhe Union is appealing a Flor- 
ida sit-in case to win a clear rul- 
ing on “the constitutional right 
of Negroes to be served in what 
is, in effect, a place of public ac- 
commodation. The theory is that 
invite customers in 
they cannot select 
wares to sell them.” 
1960, A.C.L.U. warned in a 
that government subsidies 
involve imminent 
dangers of control and that free- 
of inquiry and expression 
are subjected to severe limitation 


once stores 


to purchase, 
what 
In 
study 
for research 


don 


inder such subsidies. 
A.C.L.U.’s board resolved to 
make abolition of H.U.A.C. “a 


prime order of business” and took 
Wilkinson case to the Su- 
preme Court with the argument 
that no one should be punished 
for organizing opposition to the 
The Union opposed 
the demand of the Senate Internal 
Subcommittee that Dr. 
Pauling disclose names of 
scientists who helped him circu- 
anti-nuclear-testing peti- 


the 


committee. 


security 


Linus 


late 
tion 
In 1960 A.C.L.U. also, the sum- 
says, defended two workers 
expelled from their union for ex- 
opinions; continued op- 
to government and pri- 
vate censorship of books; object- 
the monopoly of the air- 
by the major parties; took 
Supreme Court a Maryland 
in which a notary public 
was denied a license because he 
refused to take an oath of belief 
in God (“The A.C.L.U. held that 
the state has no right to ask a 
man's religious views”); handled 
sit-in cases; in a case and Con- 

“argued that wiretaps of 
kinds violate the Fourth 
Amendment guarantee against in- 
of privacy”; and won a 
ase brought for three white chil- 
dren from the Koinonia, Ga., reli- 
gious community who were barred 


nary 


pressing 


position 


ead to 
waves 
to the 


Case 


gress. 


all 


vasion 


of their parents’ support of inte- 
R.D. 


gration 





Teachers Gef Hearing 


(Continued from Page 1) 

Rep. J. E. Johnson, Temple 
said to Dr. D. Richard Bowles 
president of the Texas 
Teachers Assn., “The legislature 
has passed a bill that will raise 
more money than any bill ever 
passed by the legislature, but the 
governor says he may veto it. He 
peared nettled by this and ans 
wered: “Would you want it any 
other way under this great free 
enterprise system?” 
tells me his mail is running three 
to one against the sales tax. You 
have the most powerful lobby in 
the state. With the help 
your organization, writing letters 
we may be able to get the mone) 
we need to give you this raise 
Do you think we can have your 
help?” 

Bowles performed what was 
typical verbal dodge for the eve 
ning, smiling and saying: “I think 
it flatters us to say we have the 
most powerful lobby .. . I think 
if you took a poll of school teac! 
ers, you'd find their opinions vary 
about as much as any other grour 
of 77,000 people. .. . So up to this 
time our organization has never 
endorsed or opposed any method 
of taxation.” 


State 


fron 


One Mind 
One committee member ob 
served dryly: “Well, ail 77,000 


raise 


seem agreed on this pay 


| bill, judging from the mail we've 


bee 


n getting.” 

It is estimated that Hale’s bill 
HB 9) would cost the state $68.5 
year, $75.8 million 


million next 


| the following year, with undeter- 


increases thereafter. Be- 
salary for beginning 
teachers with a BA is now $3,204. 
HB 9 it would be $4,014. 
Beginning salary with an MA is 
now $3,429. As proposed it would 
$4,239. 
Pay raises for teachers with a 
BA would remain at 8S a year, 
but for an MA it would be in- 
creased from that amount to $108 
The average salary in- 
for principals would be 
about $1,000 a year. Superintend- 
ents would also be taken care of 


mined 


ginning 


Under 


be 


a year. 


crease 


|} via a complex salary proportion- 


ing 
rhe bill is already out of sub- 
ommittee and ready for House 


action 
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rom an all-white school because . 











Campaign Items 





Daniel for Judgeship? 


rd The word from San Antonio 

is that Rep. W. E. (Red) 
Berry, who was loyally supported 
by labor, the Negroes and the 
Latin Americans in his district, 
is now in deep and perhaps per- 
manent trouble because of his 
vote for the sales tax. Indications 
are that he has gone on the de- 
fensive over the matter, because 
he turned up at the committee 
hearing on the teacher pay bill 
for a talk implying that he had 
risked his political safety for the 
good of the schoolmarms. 

Rep. Dan Struve’s bill (HB 

50) to regulate telephone 
rates in Texas has been voted out 
of committee, but the chances for 
its success on the floor will de- 
pend in large part on the number 
of wires and letters favoring the 
bill that now pour in from the 
public. The telephone industry, 
of course, is already shampooing 
the legislature with soft soap op- 
posing the legislation. 


Political Intelligence 


w Vice President Lyndon John- 
son this week told leading 
defense contractors the govern- 
ment is going to enforce its ban 
on racial bias on federal, projects. 
Johnson said representatives of 
48 of the nation’s biggest defense 
contractors all agreed to co-oper- 
ate fully with the administration 
policy. 
w J. H. West, president of the 
Texas Farm Bureau, said 
the Kennedy farm bill would 
place unparalleled power in the 
hands of the secretary of agri- 
culture and “build up political 
machinery that would tighten the 
noose of bureaucratic control more 
firmly around the farmer’s neck.” 
Bill Biakley drew endorse- 
ment from the County 
Jadges and Commissioners Assn. 
. Blakley had a brief 
‘non-political’ talk with Pres. Ken- 
medy and Defense Secretary Mc- 
Namara at the White House. With 
McNamara later he discussed the 
Kennedy order closing various 
military installations in Texas and 
the Kennedy decision to stop pro- 
duction of the B-58 at Convair in 
Fort Worth. “I felt very assured 
after meeting the President,” he 
said. 
John Tower, speaking in 
Antonio, said many liberals 
will “go fishing” and others will 
vote for him May 27. “Most of 
them, I expect, will go fishing 
because they don’t like either Mr. 
Blakley or me, but some of them 
will vote for me because they dis- 
like me less.” He said this is sur- 
prising in some ways because he 
is the “consistent conservative.” 
He said he will receive many of 
the Wright and Wilson votes and 
has been “particularly successful” 
in securing support from Wright 
people in Tarrant County ... At 
a speech in San Antonio Tower 
said he favors a capitalistic sys- 
tem that allows “a man in a life- 
time to earn $200 million, an air- 











line, and several insurance com- 
panies.” He ridiculed the Blakley 
campaign slogan “Keep Blakley 
in the Senate” and said “some- 
body ought to try to keep him 
in the Senate.” He charged Blak- 
ley missed 44 per cent of Senate 
roll calls during his first interim 
appointment and has voted only 
once out of 23 times on issues, 
some of them important, during 
the current session. 
Time Magazine commented, 
“To win support of Texas 
liberals, (Democratic) leaders are 
urging Blakley to slow down his 
Iniping at the Kennedy legisla- 
tive program. But Blakley is not 
co-operating.” 
ww dim Wright, in Austin to ad- 
dress the House, told the 
Observer on rumors he would run 
for governor, “It’s just too early. 
I hadn't given any serious consid- 
eration prior to this election. 
There have been so many people 
who, apparently spontaneously, 
have brought up the matter, I’m 
loathe to close the door on it 
without considering it seriously.” 
Blakley later this week had 
some of his first words of 
kindness for Kennedy, coinciden- 
tally with the official opening of 
Blakley’s campaign for the run- 
off. After a 15-minute chat with 
the President, Blakley came away 
saying, “I think the President is 
on the job and is doing a good 
job and knows what he is doing.” 
The Houston Press specu- 
lates, “Politicos say you can 
look for Congressman Jim Wright 
to toss his hat in the governor's 
race next time around, with 
Maury Maverick as his running 
mate for lieutenant governor... . 
We hear Gov. Price Daniel will 
not end up as president of Baylor 
U., but that you can watch for 
him to accept a federal judgeship, 
possibly before his gubernatorial 
term expires. If such is the case, 
insiders say it’s a cinch Ramsey 
will run for re-election as gov- 
ernor.” 
The question in many minds 
in Austin is what Will Wil- 
son will do now. Finishing be- 
hind Wright, his big-name stand- 
ing in Texas politics dulled, he 
would have a hard time persuad- 
ing the political community he 
should run for governor, as he 
would surely have done-had he 
finished second or third for sen- 





ator. Best bet may be a bid for 
re-election. Even so, he is in a 
difficult position, for it is not 
considered likely that he would 
oppose Yarborough for the Sen- 
ate in 1964. He might be stymied 
until 1966. 
Senator Gonzalez has been 
mentioned as a _ candidate 
for Congress from San Antonio, 
or a candidate for congressman- 
at-large. If he wanted it, clearly 
he would have a better claim on 
the liberals’ congressional bid 
from Bexar than Maverick: he 
ran ahead of Maverick almost 3- 
to-1 there. 
ww Reports are now circulating 
in Washington that “the 
Texas liberals may revolt against 
Blakley.” Puzzled national jour- 
nalists have aimed inquiries down 
here to find out what's going on. 
Pressure has been building 
up on Democratic officehold- 
ers to endorse Blakley. While 
Sen. Lyndon Johnson’s power has 
not been felt much, Sam Ray- 
burn’s has. Maverick especially 
has come under pressure. He told 
the San Antonio press late last 
week he has asked Archbishop 
Lucey to hide him out in a trap- 
pist monastery until after May 
27th. Wright, Wilson, and (reluc- 
tantly) Gonzalez have endorsed 
Blakley. Byron Fullerton, one of 
Wilson's campaign aides and for- 
merly an assistant attorney gen- 
eral, has joined Blakley'’s staff in 
the Austin headquarters. Mrs. 
R. D. Randolph, the Houston lead- 
er, has said neither Tower nor 
Blakley stand for what she be- 
lieves. 
Fd Literature is now being cir- 
culated among Negro voters 
against Blakley. One piece is the 
transcript of the hearings on the 
confirmation of the Negro fed- 
eral housing administrator (Blak- 
ley bitterly opposed him). While 
Blakley continues to be the fa- 
vorite in a Democratic state, a 
low turnout combined with Ne- 
groes voting for Tower might re- 
sult in an upset. 
Edwin Hawes, Jr., old-time 
Wharton Democrat, - has 
written Blakley noting that three 
Blakley campaign blurbs Hawes 
received did not specify Blakley's 
party affiliation, asking him if he 
is a Democrat, and asking fur- 
ther what Democratic objectives 
he embraces. 





CD Is SNAFU 


AUSTIN 

Civil Defense worked as ex- 
pected when the capital city par- 
ticipated in the nationwide mock 
alert. 

Austin was told the sirens would 
sound Friday afternoon. 

But Thursday evening one of 
the sirens in South Austin went 
off by mistake. Many people, won- 
dering if the nation were under 
attack, panicked; some left town. 
Telephone connections with po- 
lice and fire departments were 
clogged, as was the Bergstrom 
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Air Force Base switchboard. Of 
course it was impossible to get 
through to the Civil Defense of- 
fice. 

Then came Friday afternoon 
and time for the practice alert. 
With it came a bad weather alert 
from the weather bureau, with 
advice -to the citizens to keep an 
ear cocked to their radios for 
possible tornado warnings. 

But how could they when the 
radio stations would be off the 


Gonzalez Primed 
For S-Tax Battle 


AUSTIN 

Sen. Henry Gonzalez of San 
Antonio, whom veteran filibus- 
terer Wardlow Lane has described 
approvingly as “a man of a few 
thousand words,” said this week 
he will try to talk the sales tax 
bill to death when it reaches the 
Senate floor. 

Gonzalez said he is capable of 
filibustering the sales tax meas- 
ure more than 30 hours—“conserv- 
atively speaking.” 

He called HB 727, which Rep. 
Charles Wilson of Trinity carried 
through the House, “lobbyola” be- 
cause “it is a lobby-written bill 
if I ever saw one.” He said he 
specifically sees the “ice, public 
utilities, and oil and gas lobbies 
taken. care of.” 

Gonzalez pointed to Article 
40.03, Paragraph 1, which taxes 
water, electricity, gas, telephone 
and telegraph service “if used for 
domestic purposes,” but does net 
tax industry or business for using 
these utilities. 

“In other words, a person will 
Pay a two per cent tax to send a 
wire telling of a death in the 
family, but a corporation will pay 
no tax on a telegram relating to 
a million-dollar transaction. 

“Housewives will pay two per 
cent tax on the gas they use to 
cook the family supper, but ho- 
tels won’t pay a cent of tax on 
the gas used to prepare a costly 
banquet. 

“Country clubs will pay no tax 
on the water used to keep the 
golf greens in good shape for 
their wealthy clients, but poor 
families will pay two per cent tax 
on every cup of water they drink 
at home.” 


Sealy’s Hand 

He noted that ice is exempt 
from the sales tax (Art. 40.05 
Paragraph W), “which must make 





Preston Weatherred, Dallas lobby- 
ist for the ice industry, happy 
indeed. And I notice that Tom 
Sealy, the man who foisted the 
sales tax on the state, has writ- 
ten in exemptions on oil and gas 
equipment. How brazen can you 
get?” 

Gonzalez predicted that tr: ad- 
ministration of the sales tax 
“would bring Texas to chaos,” 
citing as an example: 

“This measure repeals the 1% 
per cent sales tax on autos now 
collected by county assessors, and 
puts the collection of the new tax 
in the hands of thousands of auto 
dealers in the state. Not only will 
the dealers get a three per cent 
eut for collecting the tax, mean- 
ing the state will get that much 
less, but the state also will have 
a much more difficult time work- 
ing with auto dealers than it now 
has with regular assessors.” 

He noted “conflicts galore” be- 
tween sections “that will throw 
into complete turmoil the proce- 
dural methods of the comptrol- 
ler.” He also noted “quite a num- 
ber of loopholes which people in 
business and industry will be 
quick to spot, but which the av- 
erage taxpayer will not be able 
to take advantage of.” 

He said the very fact that such 
a measure has progressed so far 
“shows that tax-writing in the 
state is being delegated to the 
Tax Research League. It shows 
we should have a closes working 
arrangement between the legis- 
lature and the _tax-gathering 
agencies (such as the comptrol- 
ler’s office). In fact, it seems iron- 
ical to me there is more chubbi- 
ness, more cheek-by-jowl work 
going on between the comptroller 
and private tax agencies than be- 
tween the comptroller and the 
Senate of Texas.” BS. 





Da Dum Da Dum Da.. 


AUSTIN 

That noble tradition started in 
Texas in 1932 with the establish- 
ment of the first poet laureate- 
ship (Obs., March 4) will be per- 
petuated for the next two years 
by Mrs. Lorena Simon, and judg- 
ing by the snappy little talk she 
made to the House this week, the 
tradition rests in the kind of 
eesthetic hands Texas has come 
to expect for the honorary job. 

Poet Laureate Simon—wife of 
Samuel Simon of Port Arthur, 
devotee of Whittier and Longfel- 
low, alumna of Julliard School of 
Music—appeared before the House 
to thank the lawmakers for her 
appointment, anti wound up quot- 
ing a sample of her work, from 
the book “From My Heart,” to- 
wit: 


“... and give me that good 
old Texas lan 
The State where I was born, 





The forest high—the prairie 

wide, 

The rose without a thorn. 

I love it well, I love it all, 

And there I hope to stay, 

No matter where e’er I roam, 

Give me Texas and the good 

old U: 

When Mrs. Simon came to the 
line “The rose without a thorn,” 
she gestured to the yellow rose 
in her lapel, and later she re- 
minded reporters to mention she 
was wearing a yellow rose of 
Texas. Rep. Tom James gave her 
a standing ovation. B.S. 


CLASSIFIED 


Visit THE MUSIC BOX in Hous- 
ton. 2305 S. Shepherd. Classical 
end show music, folk songs. 
Owned by Grady Price and John 
Burke. 
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air—except for Conalrad Ch 1 
640 and 1240—from 3 to 3:30 p.m.? 
Austin had been told by Civil 
Defense Director W. A. Kengla 
(retired Marine Corps colonel) 
that the sirens would be used to 
warn against tornadoes, too, so 
the town was left to wonder 
whether Friday's wailing was 
practice, or really a warning 
against an approaching twister. 
In either case, nearly one-third 
of the sirens failed to work when 
the 3 p.m, deadline arrived. Me- 
chanical trouble put one of the 
sirens out of commission. But on 
three others, the wires were cut. 
Said Kengla sternly: “We've got 
some citizens who don't take a 
realistic view of civil defense. We 
may have to move the control 
boxes up higher‘on the poles 
where nobody can reach them.” 
BS. 








What Those Who Know Have Said About 


THE PETAL PAPER 


Box 349 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 


@ “It’s a traitor to our cause.”’ Jefferson Davis, President, SCA. 
Jubilation T. 


o “Cant read, so I don’t subscribe.” 


Cornpone, 


tatesman. 
@ “It’s a traitor to our cause.” Nathan B. Forest, General CSA. 
@ “Our a Ag again the thing.” Digby Cooclose, Grand 


Dragon, ; 

@ “It’s a traitor to our cause.” John C. Calhoun, another 
Statesman. 

@ “Everyone should subscribe to this brilliant, witty, gay, 


bi-monthly 


It’s only $5.00 per year, and ain’t worth it, ae ae a 
loves to live high and think low.” P. D. East, the editor 


of the 


thing. 
@ Yes, Senator Eastland, there is a Petal Paper! 














Hypocrisy 

Sirs: The statement in your edil- 
torial of April 15 that you were 
“leaning toward Tower” was anti- 
cipated, nevertheless dishearten- 
ing. Your position is symptomatic 
of the disease currently infecting 
the Texas liberal and moderate. 
You assume that there are no 
ideological ‘differences between 
Senator William A. Blakley and 
his Republican opponent, John 
Tower. Perhaps your memory is 
too short. Need I remind you that 
Senator Blakley’s position on cer- 
tain issues was “modern” enough 
in 1958 to lead Senator Ralph Yar- 
borough to accuse him of platform 
pirating? You should recall, also, 
that Senator: Blakley, whatever 
his reasons, supported the Demo- 
cratic national ticket this past 
fall. If he has repented of past 
sins, should not redemption be 
granted? ° 

Your implied preference for 
John Tower is, ostensibly, based 
cn your belief that he is an hon- 
est man, and you suggest that 
Senator Blakley is not. Should 
John Tower ever reject federal 
aid for his airline (if he ever 
owns one), I will defer; until 
then, no. 

The last time I saw Associate 
Professor Tower, he was jump- 
ing up and down in the lobby of 
the Adolphus Hotel, vainly chal- 
lenging then Senator Lyndon 
Johnson to a face-to-face debate. 
The impression is indelibly etched. 
I do not want this 55%” dynamo 
practicing his gymnastics on the 
Senate floor. Let there be no mis- 
take about it; he seeks a United 
States Senate seat, sir. 

To be sure, the hyprocisy’ of 
“conservative” journals who now 
call for “party loyalty” is evident. 
But it is also true that party 
loyalty assumes perfunctory alle- 
giance. You may explain and jus- 
tify your position on the ground 
that the recent election was not 
a party primary; but your techni- 
cal retreat is nevertheless sophis- 
tical and unconvincing. Senator 
Blakley was appointed by a Demo- 
cratic governor; he serves as a 
Democrat and he calls himself a 
Democrat. Your ideological posi- 
tion is not the only one described 
by this party’s label; all you rep- 
resent is a point of view. Wear 
this shoe on the other foot a 
while; you will be sorer but more 
humble for it. Your editorial is 
an example of the hyprocisy you 
profess to deplore. 

One further consideration. We 
may elect Senator Blakley for six 
years, but we will most assuredly 
elect John Tower for thirty. Ask 
any Dallas Democrat who sup- 
ported Bruce Alger in 1954. A 
case of principle may be fatal at 
this point. 

A final reminder: to err is hu- 
man; to forgive is practical poli- 
tics. 

Allen Butler, Dallas. 


The charge of hypocrisy is in- 
supportable. The Observer's posi- 
tion on “party loyalty” is well- 
defined and has been repeatedly 
stated for years: officials of the 
Democratic Party, whether they 
be members of the State Execu- 


The reference to the Observer's 
“retreat” is also insupportable. 
The absence of party primaries 
in the current Senate race was 
cited by the Observer as a reason 
being advanced by some liberals 
as an escape hatch from what 
they regarded as the party loyalty 
issue. The Observer then explicit- 
ly took its stand on other grounds. 
Ed. 


In Defense 

Sirs: It might interest you to 
know that Bill Blakley makes 
possible, through extremely large 
contributions, our internationally 
known graduate program for for- 
eign students at the SMU Law 
School. This program is_ tre- 
mendously effective in improv- 
ing our international relations on 
a firm and lasting basis. Bill 
Blakley quietly supports this pro- 
gram and many other very worth- 
while projects with very substan- 
tial amounts of his millions that 
seem to trouble you so. 

Blakley is devoted to public 
service and is a man of sincerity 
and high integrity. This type of 
irresponsible mudslinging smacks 
of John Birch Society tactics. Ir- 
responsible nam~-calling from the 
left is just as dangerous as that 
from the right. If your paper is 
to call others to political respon- 
sibility, it must itself be respon- 
sible. An irresponsible reputation 
does immeasurable harm to a 
paper of great potential value. 

There are many sound grounds 
on which one might wish to ques- 
tion Bill Blakley’s qualifications 
for the Senate. His personal in- 
tegrity and his good intentions 
are not among them. 

William H. McRae, 3921 Euelid, 
Dallas. 


Alternatives? 

Sirs: The voters of Texas in the 
May run-off will have to select 
one of two unswerving reaction- 
aries as junior Senator. 

It might be more gratifying to 
drive into the Texas countryside 
and glimpse a cardinal shuttling 
through the green tapestry of 
mesquite than to pull the lever in 
a voting booth and mutilate one’s 
conscience. It is, indeed, a tragic 
situation when to be a good citi- 
zen involves a betrayal of long 
and deeply-cherished convictions. 

The average low-income citizen, 





FeS she Rud 


trying to make ends meet, is in 
somewhat the same predicament 
as the prisoner of a_ cannibal 
tribe, whose chief asked him if 
he’d rather be eaten for break- 
fast or for supper. 

Lucia Trent, Box 2032, San An- 
tonio. ‘4 


Spots on Leopard 

Sirs: Just a thought to the 
Young Democrats, given in all 
sincerity by one who has been 
kicked out of more county and 
state Democratic conventions 
than they will ever attend. 

It is said “Even your best friend 
won't tell you—So, Don’t be half 
safe.” Vote for Tower and you 
will be sure where he stands. 
Don’t accept an “iffy” candidate 
and be sorry for the next six 
years. Check on Blakley’s last few 
votes. You can’t change the spots 
on a leopard. 

You owe it to yourself and the 
Democratic Party to force the 
Republicans to hold primaries 
which would rid ourselves of.the 
damnable Dixiecrats. 

Of course, Lyndon and Sam are 
going to vote for Blakley, who 
will help Lyndon, Price, and Allen 
kick your teeth out at the next 
state convention. 

C. J. Curtis, 6323 Glencoe, Hous- 
ton. 


Pro Tower 

Sirs: I have voted the Demo- 
cratic ticket for 59 years. But, 
I am going to vote for John Tower 
for the U. S. Senate for the fol- 
lowing reasons: 

1. Price Daniel and William 
Blakley joined the Dixiecrats, 
Shivercrats, and States-righters, 
and elected Eisenhower in the 
State of Texas. 

2. Price Daniel and Blakley and 
and the rest of that crowd are 
now talking about party loyalty— 
What a joke! 

3. I am 100 percent for John F. 
Kennedy and I believe that John 
Tower will be less trouble to our 
president. He will just be one 
more Republican senator. But 
where would Mr. Blakley be? I 
believe he would more likely be 
with Harry Byrd, James Eastland, 
and Strom Thurmond. They are 
all interested in Mr. Blakley’s 
election to the Senate. 

Cc. C. Shumway, Raleigh Hotel, 
Room 514, Waco. 


Constitutional Rights 


Sirs: I am unable myself to be 
come a part of any “pro bono pub 
lico” group operating in secrecy 
under autocracy and without a 
countability to membership 

But facing facts, the Birchists 


Constitution claimed by 
munists and fellow travelers, and 
the Supreme Court holds that so 
long as there is no overt act as 
in treason definitions, they are 
entitled to pay checks and em 
ploy from a government their 
codes profess to destroy. 

With’ the avalanche of criticism 
on the John Birch Society, is 
possible to infer that communists 
and fellow travelers are more 
alert than the rest of us to quick 
ly oppose what is against them! 
Legal allowances for free speect 
and conduct are neutral as to ob 
jectives of an organization. 

F. G. Swanson, Box 1020, Tyler 


Plus, Minus 

Sirs: In the coming run-off be 
tween Tower and Blakley, Texa 
liberals have no choice: plus zer 
and minus zero are equal. The 
ultra-conservatives have at last 
their happy choice between 
man who is for being 
everything and a man who 
against being for anything. 

M. E. Moss, 4413 Cynthia, Bell 
aire, Texas. 


com- | 


against 


Much in Common 
Sirs: I am completely disgusted 
by your April 15th editorial. Yor 


| speak of irony—the real irony | 


in the “dog in the manger” att 
tudes of the very people who have 
spoken up the loudest for part) 
loyalty in the past. 

You say, “the officials of the 
Democratic Party ... should fees 
obligated to support Blakle 
Would this not suggest that! 
Maury Maverick, Jr., should re 
sign from the state executive com 
mittee if he cannot support his 
party's candidate? 

As to the candidates 
selves, let me say that I 
would have preferred a different 
choice. However, Blakley is clear 
ly the less reactionary of the two 
has important committee assign 
ments, and a working relation 
ship with the leaders of the Sen 
ate. In the case of Tower, I fail 
to see how the cause of a two 
party system can be served by 
support of a completely unquali 
fied Republican candidate. 

You and John Tower seem 
have quite a bit in common. Bot! 
of you are such extremists th 
compromise is a dirty word 
you. Comprimise is not immoral 


them 
also 





gentlemen. It is the foundatior 





LEGALS | equity, to which the plaintiff may | that defendant was guilty of ex- \ existing between s 

| i cesses, cruel treatment and out- | plaintiff 
All of which more fully appears | rages toward plaintiff of such a 
from Plaintiff's Original Petition | nature as to render their further | hursh and 
on file in this office, and which | living 
reference is here made for all in-| plaintiff alleges 
tents and purposes; 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION | 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 

TO Richard Malone Defendant, 
in the hereinafter styled and num- 


be entitled to receive; 


together 


were born of this marriage and {treatment and ou 





, and further relief, in law and 


bered cause. 

You are hereby commanded to 
appear before the 126th District 
Court of Travis County, Texas, to 
be held at the courthouse of said 
county in the City of Austin, 
Travis County, Texas, at or be- 
fore 10 o'clock A. M. on the first 
Monday after the expiration of 
42 duys from the date of issuance 
hereof; that is to say, at or be- 
fore, 10 o'clock A. M. of Monday 
the Sth day of June, 1961, and 
answer the petition of plaintiff in 
Cause Number 121,795, in which 
Patsy Malone is Plaintiff and 
Richard Malone is Defendant, filed 
in said Court on the 18th day of 
April, 1961, and the nature of 
which said suit is as follows: 

Being an action and prayer for 
judgment in favor of Plaintiff 
and against defendant for decree 
of divorce dissolving the bonds 
of matrimony heretofore and now 
existing between said parties; 
plaintiff alleges that defendant 
commenced a course of unkind, 
harsh and tyrannical conduct to- 
ward plaintiff and that defend- 
anit was guilty of excesses, cruel 
treatment and outrages toward 
plaintiff of such a nature as to 
render their further living to- 
gether insupportable; plaintiff al- 
leges that one child was born of 
this marriage, to-wit; Kathy Ma- 
lone, a girl. age.1 year, and plain- 
tiff asks the court to award her 
care, custody and control of said | 
minor child and that defendant be 
ordered to contribute a proper 
and suitable amount for the main- 
tenance of saig@ minor child until 
said minor child reaches the age 
of 18 years; Plaintiff alleges that | 
no community property was ac- 
quired during their marriage; 
Plaintiff prays for child support 

the aforementioned minor 
vhild, custody, care and control 
of said child, and for a judgment 
0: divorce dissolving the bonds of 
matrimony now existing tween 
said parties, and for such other 





If this citation is not served|that they acquired no commun-| plaintiff of such « 
within 90 days after date of its|ity property; plaintiff prays for | render 


alleges that 
commenced a course 
tyrannical 

insupportable; | toward plaintiff and t 
that no children | ant was guilty of exce 





their further 


issuance, it shall be returned un-| judgment of divorce and for re-| gether insupportable 


served. 
WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR.. 


lief, general and special; | leges that two children 
All of which more fully appears! ot this 


marriage 


Clerk of the District Courts of | {tom Plaintiff's Original Petition | Leslie, age 3 years 


Travis County, Texas. 

Issued and given under my hand 
and the seal of said Court at of- 
fice in the City of Austin, this 
the 19th day of April, 1961. 

O. T. MARTIN, JR. 

Clerk of the District Courts, 
Travis County, Texas. 

By A. E. JONES, Deputy. 


served. 


CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS 


fendant, in the hereinafter styled 
and numbered cause: 

You are hereby commanded to 
appear before the 126th District 
Court of Travis County, Texas, 
to be held at the courthouse of 


Travis County, Texas, at or be- 
fore 10 o'clock A. M. of the first 


intents and purpo: 
If this citation is not served|dren awarded to plaint 

within 90 days after date of its|tiff alleges that n« 

issuance, it shall be returned un-/| property was acquired 4 


on file in this office, and which|Dee, age 2 years 
reference is here made for all | asks the Court to awar 


Ses; and custody of said 


marriage; Plaintiff prays 


WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR.,| ment of divorce from de 
Clerk of the District Courts of |©@re, custody and contr 
Travis County, Texas. 

Issued and given under my hand 
and the seal of said Court at of- 
fice in the City of Austin, this 
TO James William Jones, De-|the 14th day of April, 1961. 

O. T. MARTIN, JR., 
Clerk of the District Courts,| which reference is her 
Travis County, 

By A. E. JONES, Deputy. 


; CITATION OF PUBLICATION 
said county in the City of Austin, THE STATE OF TEXAS 
TO Fred Green, Defendant, in 


aforementioned minor 
and for such other 
relief as the Court si 
proper to grant; 
All of which more f 
from Piaintiff's 
tion on file in this 
Texas. all intents and purposes 
If this citation is not 
within 90 days after 
issuance, it shall be ret 
served. 


WITNESS, O. T. MAI 


Monday after the expiration of|the hereinafter styled and num- Clerk of the District 


42 days from the date of issuance 
hereof; that is to say, at or be- 


the 29th day of May, 
answer the petition of 
in Cause Number 121,756, in 

which Mildred Jones is Plaintiff | Travis 


1961, and 


fendant, filed in said Court on 
the 14th day of April, 1961, and/| days f 


as follows: 
Being an action and prayer for 


judgment of divorce in favor of | answer the 
the plaintiff and against the de-| Cause Num 
fendant for decree of divorce dis-' Shirley Green 
Green is Defendant, filed 
heretofore and now ouasees, = in said Court on the 7th 


solving the bonds of matrimony | Fred 


cause: 

You are hereby commanded to 
fore, 10 o'clock A. M. of Monday/|appear before the 53rd District ’ 
Court of Travis County, Texas, to| ®t office in the City 
laintiff | be held at the courthouse of said|this the 7th day 

county in the City of Austin, O. T. MARTIN 
. Texas, at or be- 
and James William Jones is de-| fore 10 o'clock A. M. of the first 
Monday after the expiration of 42 
he date of issuance 


rom 
the nature of which said suit is| hereof; that is to say, at or be- 


Travis County, Texas 
Issued and given 
hand and the seal of s 


of 


Clerk of the Distr 


Travis County, Te 
By A. E. JONES, I 





day of|appear before the 98th 


f 10 o'clock A. M of Mond: CITATION OF PUBLICATION 
‘ore, o cloc . @ onday WAC 
the 22nd day of May, 1961, and| = STATE OF TEXA 


petition of plaintiff in|, TO Theresa F. Theobald 
Tr 


. in which | fendant, in the hereinafter st 
is Plaintiff and | and numbered cause 
You are hereby commanded 
District 


whole governmental oy 
% 


losers in’ my 
people are ridicu- 


seen poor 


ime but you 


David M. Smith, 2726 68h, 


have all of the liberties under the Jacob and Esau 


What has been called the 

iblican run-off in Texas pre- 

hard choice for liberals. 

candidates are avowed op- 

of the principles of the 

ratic party and Mr. Ken- 

The only difference between 

s that one marches under 

Republican banner, and the 

ther under the Democratic. Mr. 

best fits the blunt charac- 

tics of the hunter, openly 

ng game, whereas’ Mr. 

kl seems the sly one. Re- 

ering his 1952 and 1956 sup- 

f Mr. Eisenhower while pro- 

a Democrat, one is 

Biblical passage 
thus: 


to be 
jed of a 


ars quoting, 


oice is Jacob’s voice, but 
the hands of Esau. 

discerned him not, be- 
his hands were hairy, as 
other Esau’s hands: so he 


nas are 


him.” 


It would seem that the old line 
Democrats have blessed enough 
handed Republicans in 
kid skin, what with Eisenhower 
Democrats serving as governor, 
12s appointed Senator, and as a 
federal district judge, who is said 
to be certain of a promotion to 
the Fifth Circuit Court of Ap- 


smooth 


peais 


ave sought no honors from 
emocratic party, and care 
ne but if I were young 


peful of a political career 
I would establish a record 
ting Republican in national 
ns, while calling myself a 
ocrat. This seems the sure 
reward from its leaders. 
two parties, and 
ynce we have a chance to 
elop a Republican leadership 
it violating a convention 
ige. Mr. Tower is running un- 
true colors, and has not 
»ped to race baiting or calling 
as liberals socialists, as has 
Blakley. A liberal should not 
n his hands or go fishing on 
tion day with the choice pre- 
He need not be dim sight- 
was poor old deceived and 
ised Isaac. We may bless 
and Jacob's voice, 
it it will be over my vote for 
1ignt out Republican. 
Marshall. 


Texas needs 


i's hand 


Jones, 
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hat is to say, at or before, 10 
lock A. M. of Monday the 15th 
y of May, 1961, and answer the 
tition of plaintiff in Cause Num- 
r 117.935, in which William 
eobald is Plaintiff and Theresa 
rheobald is Defendant, filed 
suid Court on the 19th day of 
1960, and the nature of which 
{ suit is as follows: 

cing an action and prayer for 
iement in favor of plaintiff and 
nst defendant for decree of 
ree dissolving the bonds of 
irimeny heretofore and now 
ting between said parties; 
null alleges that defendant 
an a course of unkind, harsh 
cruc! treatment, and that de- 
nt was guilty of excesses, 

ruel treatment and outrages 
ward plaintiff of such a nature 
s to render their further living 
ther | together insupportable; plaintiff 
olleges that one child was born 
to them as issue of a prior mar- 
riage, to-wit: Billy David, age 5 
years, and asks Court to award 
1 said minor chif@ to the defendant 
and that plaintiff be ordered to 
pay &@ proper and suitable amount 
toward the support and mainte- 





nance of said minor until minor 
child reaches the age of 18 years; 
plaintiff alleges that no commun- 
ty property was acquired during 
¢ this marriage; plaintiff prays for 
judgment of divorce from defend- 
ant, and for such other and fur- 
ther relief in law and equity to 
which | -memeel may show himself 
entitled; 
All of which more 
from Plaintiff's Original Pete 
“S\tien on file in this office, and 
which reference is here made for 
all intents and purposes; 
If this citation is not 
within 90 days after date of its 
issuance, it shall be returned un- 
le. | € rved. 
led WITNESS, O. T. MARTIN, JR. 
Clerk of the District Courts of 
Travis County, Texas. 
Issued and given under my 
- to | hend and the, seal of said Court 


to 


tween said parties; Plainti April, 1961, and the nature of| Court of Travis County, Texas, to 

leges that defendant began aj|which said suit is as follows: be held at the courthouse of said | ®t office in the City of Austin, 

course of harsh, unkind and ty-| Being an action and prayer for/county in the City of Austin [ste the Sist day of March, 1961. 
Travis County, Texas, at or before O. T. MARTIN, 


rannical treatment toward the /| judgment in favor of plaintiff and 
against defendant for 


plaintiff and that plaintiff did 
nothing to bring about this kind 
of treatment; plaintiff alleges 





matrimony 


and now/from the date of issuance 





of | 10 o'clock A. M. of the first Mon-| 
the bonds of | day after the expiration of 42 days 
ore 


Clerk of the Courts, 
Trevis County, Texas. 
By A. E. J Deputy. 


hereof 





(Continued from Page 1) 
is war, and the first business of 
mankind is to abolish it... 


Mad Race 

“Practically all nations justify 
their past wars and proclaim that 
their armaments today are solely 
for ‘defense.’ But the race to- 
wards World War III goes stead- 
ily, madly on, the superior fight- 
ing potential of one country serv- 
ing only as an excuse for re- 
newed ‘defense’ efforts on the 
part of its ‘enemy.’ Any talk of 
disarmament is regarded as un- 
realistic, and, by some, even un- 
patriotic. But if the governments 
of the world do not disarm, the 
mounting tensions and fears will 
almost surely erupt into a terri- 
ble holocaust. .. . 

“All of the federal tax money 
goes into a common treasury, and 
almost three quarters of it today 
is drained off for military and 
defense-related purposes .. . 

“Because I am beyond the age 
of those who are subject to the 
draft, the government is not re- 
quiring me to bear arms, but it 
is demanding, through the in- 
come-tax law, that I help pay for 
our bombs, missiles, and other 
instruments of death and destruc- 
tion. 

“In the words of Thoreau, how- 
ever, ‘I am concerned to trace 
the effects of my allegiance,’ and 
I refuse at this point to cooper- 
ate with the government. The 
urgency of the world situation 
forces me to deny the right of 
the government to tax me for 
war purposes (or ‘defense’ pur- 
poses, if you prefer). The time 
has come for me to exert my en- 
tire influences (‘to clog with my 
whole weight’) against the mili- 
tarism that threatens to destroy 
us all,” McGaw continued. 

“The Nuremberg trials, follow- 
ing World War II, established 
the principle that a person acting 
pursuant to an order of his gov- 
ernment or of a superior officer 
is not thereby relieved of per- 
sonal responsibility under inter- 
national law. 

“If World War III should de- 
velop, and if I have helped, how- 
ever unwillingly, to finance its 
preparation, I could not consci- 
entiously disclaim a certain meas- 
ure of accountability for it. In ac- 
cordance with the Nuremburg 
principle, then, as a member of 
human society, I must refuse par- 
ticipation in a process that, if 
continued, may mean the end of 
civilization. 

“It would be a great satisfac- 
tion to me,” McGaw said, “to 
read or hear about a Russian cit- 
izen who refused to cooperate in 
paying for the armaments pro- 
gram of his government because 
he didn't want to be responsible 
for a war in which my own chil- 
dren might be killed. 

“To stand up against his gov- 
ernment, however, is much more 
difficult for the Russion than it 
is for me. I must take the first 
step, therefore, by refusing to 
help prepare for a war that might 
result in the death of the Rus- 
sian’s children,” McGaw _ con- 
cluded. 

McGaw was born in Nashville, 
Tenn., and there received his B.A. 
in English from Vanderbilt in 
1933. After teaching in a high 
school, he received his M.A. in 
education and his bachelor of sci- 
ence in library science from 
George Peabody College in 1941. 
He studied at Chicago and Colum- 
bia universities, obtaining his 
Ed.D. from Columbia in 1950. 


Free Hand 

He was head librarian at Mem- 
phis State College and at a Chi- 
cago junior college from 1940 to 
1943, and then as a conscientious 
objector served in civilian public 
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service camps on forest fire and 
public health tasks. After the 
war he resumed his professional 
life as head librarian at Ohio 
Wesleyan U.; in 1950 he came to 
the University of Houston as di- 
rector of libraries, and in 1953 he 
also became professor of library 
science at U.H. 

He is a member of the Biblio- 
graphical Society of America, the 
American, Texas, and Southwest 
Library Associations, , National 
Education Assn., American Civil 
Liberties Union, American Friends 
Service Committee, American Hu- 
manist Assn., and American Ethi- 
cal Union. He was one of two 
nominees for vice-chairman and 
chairman-elect of the Association 
of College and Research Libraries, 
the division of the A.L.A. for col- 
lege and university libraries, but 
in view of his resignation from 
U.H. has written for them to 
withdraw his name. 

At the university, McGaw told 
the Observer, he has been free 
to do his work as he sees fit. Once 
he was approached with an ad- 
monition, perhaps because the 
late Hugh Roy Cullen was upset 
about his activities with the 
American Friends Service Com- 
mittee, but he has posted such 
items as the UN Declaration of 
Human Rights in the library 
without difficulty, and his book 
selection policy “hasn't been crit- 
icized.” 


He was not asked to resign; he 
decided to. “It wouldn’t have 
been cricket for me to take this 
position and expect to stay on at 
the university . .. where they 
have withholding and expect all 
staff and faculty to respect it,” 
and where a retired Army officer 
is president of the college, he 
sald. 

“I don’t mean to be an anar- 
chist. I want to obey just laws,” 
McGaw said. 

He began thinking about the 
implications of tax-paying when 
a wartime objector, he said. “By 
the time the war was over, we 
had nothing. I was glad to get 
my first job and become a part 
But, he added, 


| “It seemed to be inconsistent if 





I refused to be a soldier, to buy 
a gun for a soldier, to support 
him.” 

Nuclear war intensified his 
concern. Civil defense, he said, 
“makes no sense at all” with mis- 
siles that can cross the Atlantic 
in 15 minutes. 

“No matter what the Russians 
do—Suppose I knew the Russians 
would blow us off the face of the 
earth. Our answer is, we'll bomb 
them off the face of the earth. 
If they're going to end civiliza- 
tion in this quarter of the globe, 
what satisfaction is there in end- 
ing it in that quarter? I'd rather 
be dead. I'm unwilling to partici- 
pate in this program of retalia- 
tion—that’s no answer.” 


Help, Criticism 

He has, he said, received offers 
of part-time jobs, the use of a 
car, and other help from his 
friends. Under the law anyone 
earning $600 or more must pay 
a tax. McGaw figures, that, as a 
city dweller, he must earn more 
than that, but he cannot work 
for employers involved in the tax 
withholding arrangement, since 
that would be paying taxes. “I 
can type, I can write, I can do 
almost any kind of clerical work, 
office work,” he says. One friend 
has asked him to catalogue a per- 
sonal library. 

He has received little criticism 
for his stand, but he has received 
some “because of the way it af- 
fects my children,” he said. 

“Although they're my children 
—I love them—I want them to 
love me—but they're part of the 
human race, and if in order to 
have a little higher standard of 
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living, I have to participate in 
killing all children—I just can't 
do it,” McGaw said. 

This year, “caught” by with- 
holding at U.H. in 1960, McGaw 
has sent the balance of his taxes 
due, in equal quarters, to the 
American Friends Service Com- 
mittee, the War Resisters League, 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
and the Peacemakers, “all in the 
business of opposing war and 
fighting for peace,” he says. 

How did he get taken up with 
the subject? 

In 1935, he said, he first read 
The Horror of It, Camera Records 
of War's Gruesome Glories, by 
Frederick A. Barber. This is a 
picture record of World War I, 
especially of a blown-off hand ly- 
ing on the open field, flies on 
bloated bodies, blown-away and 
twisted faces. 

He has been much moved by 
Gandhi and Thoreau, he said. On 


Civil Disobedience “is one of the 
most powerful things I've ever 
read.” He drew forth from his 
bookshelf other books on paci- 
fism, non-violence, and Christi- 
anity. 

He lives alone now (he and his 
wife were divorced a few years 
ago, for one reason, he said, be- 
cause of his tax position) in an 
apartment with his electric or- 
gan, books, hi-fi, and two para- 
keets. There is also a cage for 
his canary, but it died. 


Returning to his office at the 
college library, he recalled that 
“Peace Pilgrim” had visited him, 
making a deep impression on him, 
and that he recently gave a talk 
on “The Relevance of Pacifism 
in the Nuclear Age” to the 
Spring Branch fellowship of the 
Unitarian Church, so all the argu- 
ments became freshened in his 
mind. (He is not a Unitarian, nor 
a member, now, of any church. 
He considers himself a human- 
ist.) 

He had near his desk at the 
library, too, a 1955 pamphlet of 
the American Friends Service 
Committee, “Speak Truth to 
Power,” a statement for non-vio- 
lence which concludes: “To risk 
all may be to gain all... . We call 
on all men to say ‘No’ to the war 
machine and to immoral claims of 
power wherever they exist and 
whatever the consequences may 
be.” This influenced him, he said. 
So did various other tracts of the 
pacifist and non-violent move- 
ments; he provided copies of ar- 
ticles by Milton Mayer and Ern- 
est R. Bromley, among others. 

“I thought for a while maybe 
something could be worked out,” 
he said. “I've given my life to this 
profession. I'd like to stay on, 
maybe working on here at great- 
ly reduced income so I wouldn't 
have to pay a tax. There wasn't 
any way to handle it... and I 
still wouldn't be free. I want to 
be free to speak my mind. Noth- 
ing else would do except a com- 
plete break—to resign and declare 
myself.” 





Eloquence 

Is he withdrawing by his act? 
“No, I am making as vigorous a 
protest as I can make,” he said. 
“Testimony that I can make as a 
university librarian speaking 
about pacifism and writing letters 
about it ig just not enough. This 
refusal to pay the tax is as far as 
I can go. It makes me a much 
more eloquent witness, it seems 
to me.” 

If he had to, to defend his chil- 
dren, he would kill, he said, but 
this is quite different from agree- 
ing in advance to participate in 
a war. “. .. I don’t commit my- 
self to bombing innocent women 
and children ... to nuclear war 
which might mean the end of 
civilization,” he said. “You com- 
mit your son to fly a plane to 
Moscow, or push a button and 
send an atomic bomb to Moscow 
with indescribable results—killing 
hundreds of thousands, perhaps 
millions. It’s insane! It’s insane!” 

Pacifists, McGaw said, do not 
pretend to offer a course without 
risks; but “look at the failure of 
militarism; look at the failure of 
war.” 

“Once war comes, there’s so 
much propaganda in favor of 
it, the press, the politicians, 
it’s almost impossible to think 
Straight,” so pacifists speak up 
in peacetime. Weapons, he said, 
are “the greatest risk to our se- 
curity” and ought to be destroyed. 
“We want multilateral universal 
disarmament, but if we can’t get 
it, somebody has to take the first 
step—why not the United States? 

“I want to take a position such 
that if others took it in sufficient 
quantity, it would make a real 
difference,” he said. 

“If war is about to reach us, 
we will be given all kinds of plau- 
sible reasons for defending our- 
selves. Every nation has always 
justified its wars. You have to 
have a break with it somewhere, 
someplace.” 

In January, 1949, McGaw, then 
at Ohio Wesleyan, wrote Atty. 





body else in the country thinks 
otherwise .. . 

“In order to keep our self-re- 
spect, we must act according to 
our convictions, taking the posi- 
tion which, if followed by all men, 
would lead to the goal which we 
GOGB. ». «.'s 
“Those of us who feel most 
deeply must be the first to stand 
up and be counted. The wealthy 
and politically powerful, if they're 
shown the way at all, will be 
shown only by our example (and 
not by our words) ... 

“... my duty to life is greater 
than my duty to raise the stand- 
ard of living.” 

Last April 5, McGaw wrote Dr. 
Phillip G. Hoffman, vice president 
at the University of Houston, re- 
signing because of “my unwill- 
ingness to continue to pay an 
income tax to be used primarily 
for war-related purposes.” That 
Same day he sent the sum of his 
net tax due for 1960 to the four 
organizations in equal quarters. 

On April 13, he wrote his moth- 
er and other members of his fam- 
ily in Nashville: 

“I know it will be diffieult for 
anyone, even members of my own 
family to understand the posi- 
tion that I'm taking, since they 


-have not been keeping up with 


the literature on pacifism, tax- 
refusal, etc. Maybe the enclosed 
material will help a little. In any 
event, I think Thoreau was right 
even if practically everybody else 
at the time thought he was fool- 
ish,” 

He told them he is prepared to 
go to jail “if it should come to 
that,” but that it never has in the 
U.S. in such a case, and the worst 
the government would do would 
be to collect the tax plus interest 
and a fine. He concluded to his 
family: 

“ . . the government doesn’t 
like to take action that will re- 
sult in publicity for anti-military 
protests. Actually this puts me 
in a position where I can't lose. 
If I'm left alone, I'm free to speak 


Gen. Tom Clark, also sending aj Out against preparation for war. 
copy to the student newspaper, |If I'm imprisoned, that very im- 


identifying himself 
non-registrants. He wrote: 

“It should be made perfectly 
clear that I am not an apologist 
for Stalin’s (or anybody else’s) 
dictatorship. But when we have 
before us, in one generation, the 
tragic consequences of two world 
wars, our present armaments and 
manpower race with the Soviet 
Union in preparation for World 
War III cannot seem other than 
criminal and insane! ... 

“If I must choose between the 
law of my country and the teach- 
ings of men like Jesus and Tol- 
stoi and Thoreau and Debs and 
Gandhi, there’s no question in my 
own mind as to where my alle- 
giance should rest.” 


Difference? 

In March that year, in a letter 
to his wife he permits the Ob- 
server to excerpt on this issue, 
McGaw said. 

“I can see little distinction be- 
tween the moral responsibility of 
the man who drops the atomic 
bomb and the moral responsibil- 
ity of the man who helps to man- 
ufacture it or pay for it. To me, 
it’s murder, and I refuse to go 
along, even if practically every- 
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prisonment becomes an eloquent 
witness. 

“So don’t be upset. I'm doing 
what my intelligence and my hu- 
manity say is right for me, and 
I feel free and at peace with my- 
self and the world.” 

Four days later, he wrote Joe 
Weingarten, the proprietor of a 
chain of grocery stores in Hous- 
ton, inquiring about any openings 
with Weingarten’s proposed 
World University for World 
Peace, provided no tax would be 
withheld and there would be no 
connection with the military. 

If there were none, McGaw 
wrote Weingarten, “it may be 
that some part-time work is avail- 
able from time to time in one 
or more of your stores. I can type, 
write letters, use office machines, 
and I have even had a year of 
experience as a grocery clerk. 
Since the government makes it 
hard for a man to earn a living 
outside of the withholding ar- 
rangement, some way for me to 
work at a job where groceries 
could be had at a discount would 
be desirable.” R.D. 
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